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22 e f f e c t  i n  the  marketDlace o f  t h a t ,  s o r t  o f  as a 
0138 
1 dominant new news source t h a t  o ther  s ta t i ons  can ' t  
2 ge t  a ho ld  o r  j u s t  g i ve  up on l o c a l  news e n t i r e l y ?  
3 5. DEREK TURNER: Well t h a t ' s  cor rec t ,  I 
4 mean as you can e a s i l y  imagine the  s i t u a t i o n  where 
5 now most news s ta t i ons  s o r t  o f  take t h e i r  cue f rom 
6 the  d a i l y  newspaper, they open i t  up, they read 
7 what's i n  there.  
8 w i t h  a cross-owned s i t u a t i o n ,  you may 
9 f i n d  t h a t  t hey ' re  on ly  g i v i n g  t h e i r  repor te rs  access 

10 t o  the  s t a t i o n  they own. ~ l l  the  other  s ta t i ons  are 
11 s o r t  o f  c u t  o f f  from t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  o ther  repor ters  
1 2  from g e t t i n g  i n s i d e  scoops and so they throw up 
1 3  t h e i r  hands i n  the  a i r  and say, w e l l ,  I guess w e ' l l  
14 j u s t  do more syndicated programming because we can 
1 5  no longer  compete adequately, so, t h a t ' s  t he  a f f e c t  
16 t h a t  we're seeing. 
17 KEVIN MARTIN: Mark, you l ook  l i k e  -- 
18 MARK COOPER: There's a c t u a l l y  o ther  
19 data i n  the  record,  an academic study which looked 
20 
2 1  l o c a l  community and what they found i n  t h a t  study, 
22 i t ' s  one o f  t h e  reviewers a c t u a l l y  o f  t h e  peer 
0139 
1 reviewers, L i s a  George i s  t he  p r i n c i p a l  author, 
2 
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10 
11 
1 2  
1 3  course i s  what the  New York Times i s  serving. 
14 
1 5  t h i s ,  what you should c a l l  crowding OUT e f f e c t  i s  
16 when you ge t  a dominant e n t i t y  i n  t h i s ,  i n  a 
17 marketplace, i t  crowds out  the  others and none o f  
18 t he  -- i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  one o f  the  rad io  s tud ies asked 
19 t h a t  uest ion,  bu t  none o f  t he  TV s tud ies a c t u a l l y  
20 
2 1  what t h e  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  i s  about. 
22 KEVIN MARTIN: So, Derek, I j u s t  want t o  
0140 
1 make sure I understand your po in t ,  I mean I t h i n k  I 
2 do, bu t  what youIre 2aying i s  t h a t  so even when a 
3 cross-owned s t a t i o n  i n  a market produces more, even 
4 i f  they roduce more l o c a l  news, i n  the  whole market 
5 
6 
7 the  impact o f  what t h a t  cross-ownership i s ,  i s  t h a t  
8 what, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what you said.  
9 S. DEREK TURNER: That 's t he  ne t  e f f e c t  

a t  what happens when the  New York Times moves i n t o  a 

George w o l f o l k  i s  t he  second author. 
what they found i s  tha? t h a t  newspaper 

grabs a c e r t a i n  se ment o f  the  audience t h a t  moves 

newspaper's re -o r ien t  themselyes away from a c e r t a i n  
t pe o f  coverage and the  fasc ina t i ng  t h i n g  was t h a t  

bo t toy  l i n e  o f  democracy, went down i n  l o c a l  
e lec t i ons  because t h e  newspapers have moved away 
from a s p e c i f i c  type o f  news and l o s t  t h a t  audience, 
bu t  was unaffected i n  na t iona l  e lec t ions  yh ich  o f  

away from the  l o c a  7 newspaper and the  l o c a l  

t x ey found t h a t  e lec to ra l  t u r n  out ,  which i s  t h e  

SO there 's  good s o l i d  evidence t h a t  o f  

looke 1 a t  the  ef fecT a t - t h e  market l e v e l  , which is 

i t s e l f  w R en you look  a t  everyone e lse,  t hey ' re  
a c t u a l l y  doing l ess  on t h e i r  l o c a l  news because o f  

10 and you hcve t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  we're t a l k i n g  s o r t  o f  
11 econometrics here so we're c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  
1 2  every th in  under the  sun and t r y i n  to, a c t u a l l y  
1 3  
14 no t  a c t u a l l y  concede t h a t  t he  cross-owned s ta t i ons  
1 5  do more l o c a l  news because the  one study t h a t  

i s o l a t e  t 1 e e f f e c t  o f  cross-owners 1 i p .  And I would 
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16 actual ly  looked a t  i t ,  the  only e f f e c t  they r e a l l y  
17 found was dur ing t h e  lead up t o  the e lec t i on  they 
18 may have been doing 5 l j g h t l y  more spor ts  and 
19 weather, bu t  no t  po l  i ti ca l  coverage. 
20 KEVIN MARTIN: What I was saying, 
2 1  though, even i f  you assume they d id ,  t h a t  wasn't, 
22 t he  whole market was s t i l l  ,harmed i s  what I was 
0141 
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saying, so even, whether, whether the  other  study 
showed t h a t  o r  not ,  t h a t ' s  what I t h i n k  your p o i n t  
was. 

S.  DEREK TURNER: Right.  
KEVIN MARTIN: You, I had a couple other  

qu ick follow-ups, you a lso  sa id  t h a t  outs ide o f  the  
very l a r g e s t  markets there 's  no b e n e f i t  on the 
duopoly issue, can you t e l l  me what you mean by very 
l a rges t ,  what i s  very l a r g e s t  t o  

had data on f i n a n c i a l ,  data f o r  f i n a n c i a l s  f o r  every 
si.ng1 e s ta t i on .  i n a1 1 the  na t ion  ' s 210 markets, .you 
do see a p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  when the  New York DMA i s  
included and the  Los Angeles DMA i s  included. 
do see a p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  on the  revenues o f  duopoly 
s ta t ions  and cross-owned s ta t i ons  . 
analys is ,  you see no e f f e c t  and, i n  f a c t ,  i f  you 
look  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  markets t h a t  are, have very few 
voices, you actual1 s t a r t  t o  see a negat ive e f f e c t  

T U ?  S .  DEREK TURNER: We1 when YOU, SO we 

You 

However, i f  you exclude those from the  

on the  bottom duopo I; y s ta t i on .  
KEVIN MARTIN: Sure, I wanted t o ,  i n  

l i g h t  of fo l low ing ,  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h a t  answer about 
the  very l a r g e s t  s ta t ions ,  New York and LA, f o r  
example, a c t u a l l y  I wanted t o  ask Reverend Jackson 
because we were t a l k i n g  about t h i s  r i g h t  before we 
s ta r ted  and a c t u a l l y  Bob Edwards I t h i n k  
mentioned even the  impact on Chicago, courd you a l l  
t e l l  me, do ou t h i n k  t h a t  there 's  an d i f fe rence 

and when we' r e  t a l k i n g  about cross-ownership issues 
o r  ownership issues. 

problem w i t h  cross-ownersh3 p i n  l a r g e  markets 1 i ke 
Los Angeles? Reverend Jackson o r  Bob Edwards, you 
were t a l  k ing  about Chicago and the  negat ive impact 
t h a t  happened there.  

We, we l i v e  i n  a p l e a s u r i 5 t i c  democracy. The reason 
I ask and I hope you consider i t  even now, 
inde endent b ipa r t i san  m ino r i t y  ownership task  fo rce  
so t R a t  you can pu!l a l l  o f  t h i s  together and k ind  
of hear us c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  come u w i t h  some p lan i s  

ou 

t h a t  we shou Y d be making between the  Y argest markets 

SO do you t h i n k  t h a t  there 's  s t i l l  a 

REV. JESSE JACKSON: O f  course i t  i s .  

t h a t  t he  cross-ownership monopo 7 y lends us -- you 
0143 
1 know, there are so many good j o u r n a l i s t s  who have 
2 now been reduced t o  PR workers f o r  a corporat ion.  
3 They can ' t  get  a job,  they ' re  locked out.  Thei r  
4 voices are locked out.  Many o f  t he  l a r g e s t  
5 (inaudible) m a j o r i t  are b lack and Lat ino.  That 's 
6 
7 
8 o f  t h a t  d i v e r s i t  . 
9 

t he  ( inaudjble) bac z t o  r e a l i t y  of our na t ion  and 

YOU z now, they ' re  f i g h t i n g  a war r i g h t  

there mulst be some considerat ion i n  the  marketplace 

Page 52 



FCC H e a r i  ng 10.31.07 
10 now i n  I r a q .  YOU know ( inaudible) have more she i te  
11 
1 3  Reason f o r  democracy means some shared 
14 
1 5  access t o  (i naudi b l  e) cons t i t u t i ona l  pos i t ions  
16 
17 everything by e t h n i c i t y  o r  by, shared by money and 
18 power. so l e t ' s  take a lesson from our own 
19 (inaudible) by the  ( inaudible) f o r  democracy. 
20 KEVIN MARTIN: So, and I j u s t  wanted t o  
2 1  make sure, so you, l i k e  you said, ou t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
22 
0144 

concentrated ownership a t  t h e  expense o f  

pa r t i c i pa t i on ,  t h a t  shei tes and Kurds should own 
' 12 ( inaudible).  

because .you j u s t  can t (i naudi b l  e) monopol i z i  ng 

the  same even i n  those l a r g e s t  mar z ets ,  there 's  no 
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d i s t i n c t i o n  t h a t  we should be making and t h a t  we 
may, we end up doing i s  even f o r  those b i g  places? 

bottom l i n e  remains t h a t  too  f e w  people, whether 
New York, Chicago, LA (inaudible) p a r t  o f  con t ro ls  
o r  r a d i o , . w  and newspaper, t h e i r  own publ ishers who 
a f f e c t  ed i to rs  who a f f e c t  w r i t e r s  who a f f e c t  
assignments who a f f e c t  outcomes, t h a t  ' s absol U t e  
con t ro l .  

Let  me g ive  you,, j u s t  an example o f  what 
happened t h i s  past week. There was a l o t  o f  
excitement because a young man, Genal do w i  1 son, had 
been se t  f r e e  i n  Georgia, a k ind  o f  jaded j u s t i c e  
and i t  f i n a l l y  became n a t i o q a l l y  permanent. .on the  
same day a repor te r  i n  Seat t le ,  Washington, i n  1944, 
there was a f i g h t  on the,  a t  the Lorton M i l i t a r y  
Base and, l e t ' s  u s t  say i t  was a r i o t ,  and a young 

k i  11 ed , some say committed su i  c i  de, bu t  the  
(inaudible) Watergate fame had a1 1 the  b lack 
so ld ie rs  condemned, cour t  marshal 1 ed , j a i  1 ed and 
given dishonorable discharges. 

REV. JESSE JACKSON: I guess the  rea l  

I t a l i a n  ( inaudib ! e) deputy was k i l l e d ,  some sa id  

They were wiped out,  
A< ' 

22 
0 1  . -  
1 came out  i n  l a s t  sunday's New York Times yewspaper. 
2 
3 in format ion,  much l i k e  they d i d  i n  nor th  ( inaudible) 
4 a few months ago, bu t  the  outcome i s  these men l i v e d  
5 s i x  years w i thout  t h e i  r honorable dischar e, most of 
6 them died, exce t one, M r .  Sam ( inaudible? i s  a l i v e ,  
7 
8 never d i d , i t .  I was no t  even on the  scene. He 
9 s t a r t  c ry ing  on- the  phone. I ca l l ed  several 

10 m i l i t a r y  executives about t h i s  s t o r  who sa s i t ' s  
11 
12 dead and he's o l d  and (inaudible) was a hero, 
1 3  (inaudible) there  was no newsmin connecting w i t h  
14 havi Fg :hose (i naudi b l  e) so l  d i  ers i n  . the Ameri can 
1 5  war i n  44 t o  ( inaudible) jaded j u s t i c e .  
16 we l l  t h a t  may no t  have been o f  i n t e r e s t  
17 t o  a handful o f  people i n  New York, bu t  the  l a s t  
18 seven Amerl+IS, our honor 15 a t  stake, our 
19 Pat r io t i sm i s  a t  stake, y e t  i t ' s  not  been on Tv ye t ,  
20 no t  a one. (Inaudible) there 's  nothing New York 
2 1  Time? Sunday morning headlines, no t  on one TV 
22 s t a t i o n  yet .  , 
0146 \ 

1 KEVIN MARTIN: Andy, I had one quick 
2 question f o r  you, d i d  you, d i d  you a c t u a l l y  say, I 
3 j u s t  want t o  make sure I heard you t h a t  the  

I t came out  t h a t  yr .  Watson wi thheld 

he's 83 years o 7 d, I r e c a l l  he sa id,  you know, we 

o l d  news, what's, what's t he  deal t x ere. Txey ' re  
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commercial rad io  s ta t ions  i n  San Diego were having 
t o  car ry  the  non-commercial .feed because they d i d n ' t  
have anythinq l o c a l  f o r  t h e i r  news there? I mean I 
thought t h a t  s what you said.  

ANDREW SCHWARTZMAN: Yes ,  the p r i  nci pal 
rad io  serv ice i n  San Diego dur ing the  emergency was 
KPBS . There's a1 most no 1 oca1 o r i g i n a t i o n  capaci ty  
i n  the  market. 

unless there  was anything else,  I t h i n k  t h a t  we were 
going 70, again, thank a l l  the  pane l is ts  f o r  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  today and open up, opewup the  pub l i c  
comment. 

KEVIN MARTIN: Yes. Unless there  was, 

(Applause) 
REV. JESSE JACKSON: W i l l  YOU s t i l l  

consider our a peal f o r  the  independenk m ino r i t y  
ownership pane?? 

REV. JESSE JACKSON: I ' d  l i k e  YOU t o  
KEVIN MARTIN: what's t ha t?  

LL 
0147 
1 
2 

4 KEVIN MARTIN: You know, yes, and w e ' l l  
5 cont inue t o  said,  what I ' v e  sa id  a l l  along i s  I 
6 ac tua l l y ,  I don' t  have any problem w i th  any k ind  o f  
7 panel t o  be able t o  make recommendations t o  the  
8 commission, although I don' t  t h i n k  t h a t  should stop 
9 us from roceeding on issues t h a t  we have i n  f r o n t  
10 o f  us, wlether i t  s on issues t h a t  can end u 
11 help ing on some o f  t he  loca l i sm issues, whet e r  i t ' s  
12 on issues re la ted  t o  changes t o  low powered FM o r  
13 p o t e n t i a l l y  on some o f  the  ownership issues, so t h a t  
14 I t h i n k  we're s t i l l  debating among the  
15 commi s s i  oners . 
17 
18 i f  i t  i s ,  i f  i t ' s  doing t h i s  work, i t  d i d  have i t  
19 
20 
21 
22 always, yes, I t h i n k  we would address i t  i n  a 
0148 

consider, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  consider the  independent 
m ino r i t y  , pro osed i ndependent m i  nor1 t y  owned, 

3 minor i t y  pane ? ownership. 

R 

16 REV. JESSE JACKSON: Yeah, I ' m  saying 
how qu ick l y  we p u l l  together t o  support i t  and then 

corn l e t e d  when t h j s  comes back w i t h  t h i s  repor t  and 

KEVIN MARTIN: oh, I t h i n k  t h a t  we would 
w i l  7 you address i t  i n  a meaningful way? 

needs t o  be a t  work p r e t t y  quick Y y-and then get -back 

meaningful way. I t h i n k  so. 

you do tha t?  

t o  you before we shouldn' t  be meeting, i f  you w i l l ,  
and then a conclusion reached wh i le  we're s t i l l ,  
whi 1 e i t  ' s s t i  11 outstandi  ng . 

KEVIN MARTIN: we11 I t h i n k  t h a t  the,  I 
don' t  t h i n k  t h a t  necessar i ly  any groups t h a t  want t o  
make any recommendations can end up prevent ing the  
commission from moving forward as i t  ends up seeing 
fit on a v a r i e t y  o f  issues, bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  we 
would always end up tak ing  ser ious ac t ion ,  t ak ing  
ser ious ac t i on  and take ser ious ly  the  
recommendations t h a t  would end up comin 

But the,  but ,  again, I thin! I 
appreciate everyone: s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and I t h i n k  t h a t  
we do need t o  open i t  up t o  pub l i c  comment f o r  a few 
hours. 

REV. JESSE JACKSON: VOW qu i ck l y  W i l l  
I ' m  asking, I ' m  t r  ing ,  t he  commission 

i n ,  so. 

Thank you. 
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2 1  LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you very much, 
22 fe l lows.  
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UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Excuse me, 
M r .  Martin, who icked the anel and why were there 
so few women? 
panel, s i r ?  

per iod  w i l l  open i n  j u s t  a moment. I w i l l  remind 
everyone and I want t o  t e l l  everyone as we 
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  the  p u b l i c  comment per iod,  I need t o  
recognize a few representat ives o f  organizat ions 
t h a t  we would have l i k e d  t o  have inc luded on the  
panel bu t  due t o  space and t ime l i m i t a t i o n s ,  we 
could not.  

who' have signed up t o  s eak t o  the  ~ommissioners,  

minutes . 
w e ' l l  ge t  s ta r ted  w i t h  a few o f  these specia l  
speakers and then j o i n ,  begin t h e  p u b l i c  comment 
l i s t .  

t ime. 

w R .ere were a 'I 1 the  women on the  

LOUIS SIGALOS: The p u b l i c  comment 

l u s t  as f o r  a l l  members o f  t he  audience 

each o f  these ind i v idua  L1 s w i l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  two 

A f t e r  t he  t r a n s i t i o n  a l i t t l e  b i t  here, 

would everyone lease be seated a t  t h i s  
We want t o  begin w i t  R t he  pub l i c  comment 

~ 
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1 period. Again, due t o  t ime and space l i m i t a t i o n s  on 
the  panel, there  was a few peo l e  we'd l i k e  t o  
recognize i n i t i a l l y  before we &egin w i t h  the  pub l i c  
commentors, those people are Joe Torrez who was t o  
be speaking on beha l f  of t h e  Nat ional  Hispanic Media 
c o a l i t i o n ,  George Tedesci w i th  the  In te rna t i ona l  
Brotherhood o f  Teamsters and Mike Wassenaur f o r  t he  
Al ' l iance f o r  Community Media. 

w i l l  have two minutes each. 

enforc ing the  t ime l i m i t  on the  speakers a t  t i s  
po in t ,  so I would request t h a t  Joe TOrreZ. 
M r .  Torrez, thank you. 

~ o ' e  Torrez, Government r e l a t i o n s  manager f o r  Free 
Press, and I read t h i s  statement on beha l f  o f  t he  
Nat i  onal H i  spani c Medi a Coal i ti on. 
21-year-old non-prof i  t L a t i  no c i v i  1 r i g h t s  media 
advocacy organizat ion based i n Los Angel es , 

These people, i f  you would step forward, 

I ' d  l i k e  t o  have ever body no t i ce  we do 

rl hdve a t imer  c l vck  there t h a t  1'1 Y be s t r i c t 1  

JOE TORREZ: Good af ternoon, my name i s  

The Nat i  onal H i  span! c . Medj a Coal i ti on, a 

C 1  O l J L  
1 
2 ownership i n  the  media. 

t h e  FCC i s  discussing The issue o f  3 
4 loca l ism.  For t e Nat ional  His an ic  yedia 
5 Coa l i t i on ,  t he  issue i s  t h e  l a c  o f  m i n o r i t y  media 
6 ownership. It i s  an outrage t h a t  FCC chairman Kevin 
7 Mar t i n  repor ted ly  seeks a vo te  i n  December on 
8 e l im ina t i ng  t h e  media ownership l i m i t s  when the  FCC 
9 i s  unable t o  accvrate ly  assess t h e  t r v e  s t a t e  o f  

10 female and m i  nor1 t y  broadcast ownership. 
11 I n  i t s  e n t i r e  h i s t o r y ,  t he  FCC has 
1 2  never accurate ly  kept t r a c k  o f  women and m i n o r i t y  
1 3  broadcast ownership, even t h e  most recent s tud ies i n  
14 Ju l y  f a i l e d  t o  count t h i s  impor tant  data. I n  f a c t ,  

C a l i f o r n i a ,  whose goals inc lude increas ing  La t ino  

Toda 

R rl 
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commentors h i r e d  by the  commission t o  study the 
problem were unable t o  do so because the  data 
provided t o  them was, .quote, use1 ess . 
data, i t  i s  impossible t o  have an adequate 
understanding of how d i f f e r e n t  p o l i c i e s  governing 
media ownership i n  

wi thout  m ino r i t y  and women ownershi p 

eneral would impact m ino r i t y  
ownership spec i f i ca  9 l y .  

we do, however, have some data regarding 
m ino r i t y  and women ownership thanks t o  our media 
a l l y  Free Press. They are as equal ly  concerned 
about t h e  l ack  o f  d i v e r s i t y  and ownership i n  the  
medi a. 

Two important studies from Free Press, 
Out o f  The P ic tu re  and o f f  the  D i a l ,  i s  t o  
demonstrate the,  i l l u s t r a t e  the alarming s t a t e  o f  
female and m ino r i t y  ownership, t he  alarming s t a t e  o f  
femal e m i  no r i  t y  ownershi p. 

I n  respect t o  the  La t ino  communit , the  
f i r s t  study f i n d s  t h a t  on ly  1.1 percent o f  a lT  f u l l  
powered commerci a1 t e l e v i s i o n  s ta t i ons  are owned by 
LaCinos. The second repor t  on rad io  documents t h a t  
Lat inos own j u s t  2.9 percent o f  f u l l  power 
commerci a1 rad io  s ta t ions .  These stat !  s t i  cs are 
unacceptabl e. 

ownership ru les  w i l l  cause a f u r t h e r  dec l ine i n  
Both s tud ies con f i  r m  t h a t  re1 ax i  ng the  

female m'inority . How f a r  i o  we have t o  go 
before the  FCC 
minor i ty ,  o f  t he  media d i v e r s i t y  

c r i s i s ?  

Adels te in  who has c a l l e d  f o r  an inde endent 

media c r i s i s  . 
LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
JOE TORREZ: 

f o r  an inde endent task  fo rce  and no t  t o  move 
forward w i t [  the  ru les  u n t i l  the  work o f  the  task 
fo rce  i s  completed. 

ec t i ng  the  issue o f  

We j o i n  FCC Commissioner Jonathan 

non-partisan task fo rce  t o  address t R e m ino r i t y  

But bas i ca l l y  he has c a l l e d  

11 Thank you. 
12 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you, M r .  Torrez. 
13 Go ahead, please. 
14 
15 George Tedesci , I am v i c e  pres ident  o f  t e 
16 I n te rna t i ona l  Brotherhood o f  Teamsters and pres ident  
17 o f  the Union's graphic communications conference 
18 represent ing 60,000 employees, 2,000 are t r i bune  
19 workers i n  Chicago, New York, Bal t imore and LA. 
20 
21 the  FCC about our loca l i sm and d i v e r s i t  concerns. 
22 
0154 
1 t o  ran t  the  t r i bune  app l ica t ion .  This would 
2 
3 
4 
5 over s ta t ions ,  personnel, pro ramming and finances. 
6 
7 
8 TEe t r i bune ' s  z e l l  ' s  t ransact ions c a l l s  

GEORGE TEDESCI: Good mornin , I am E 

The Teamsters have submitted comments t o  

I am here today t o  urge the FCC t o  no t  

v ioya te  FCC ru les  and p o l i c i e s  

broadcast l icensee from g i v i n g  t h i  r d  pa r t i es  cont ro l  

u l t ima te  mana ement responsi b i  1 i ti es. 

e too quick 

Section 310~ qf FC; ru les  fo rb ids  a 

The owners o f  a s t a t i o n  must E e the  ones who have 
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9 these ru les  i n t o  auestion. Sam z e l l  c l e a r l v  would 

10 con t ro l  the t r i bune  as chairman o f  t he  Board, but 
11 would no t  be an owner. The t r u s t  establishment f o r  
1 2  the  b e n e f i t  o f  z e l l  Is f am i l y  would ho ld  notes and 
1 3  warrants, bu t  ne i ther  z e l l  nor h i s  fami l  ' s  t r u s t  
14 would be owners o f  t h e  t r i bune  stock. 
1 5  owners o f  t he  t r i bune  company would be t h e  t r i bune ' s  
16 employees through an ESOP. The employees ho ld  100 
17 percent o f  t he  t r ibune 's  stock, bu t  as proposed, the  
18 employees w i l l  have no r o l e  i n  the  se lec t i on  o f  t he  
19 t r i bune ' s  d i rec to rs  t o  es tab l i sh  company p o l i c y  and 
20 appoint  t h e  o f f i c e r s  who run the  com any and w i l l  
2 1  have no oppor tun i ty  o r  a b i l i t y  t o  se 7 e c t  o r  replace 
22 the  t r i b u n e  ESOP t rus tee  who votes a l l  t h e  p lan  
0155 
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14 
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stock. 

management i s  unprecedented and would s e t  a new', 
Th is  separat ion o f  ownershi p and 

low standard f o r  compliance w i t h  t h e  Ac t ' s  
i ' c  i n t e r e s t  requi  rements I which are f o r  t h e  

oca1 i sm and d i v e r s i t y  p r i  nc i  p l  es i n  broadcasting. 
Thank you. 
(Applause) 
LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
M r .  wassenaur. 
MIKE WASSENAUR: Good af ternoon, 

Mr ' .  chairman, Commissioners, my name i s  Mike 
wassenaur, I ' m  the  na t iona l  cha i r  o f  t he  A l l i a n c e  
f o r  community Media and the  execut ive d i r e c t o r  o f  
th,e S t .  Paul Neighborhood Network i n  S t .  Paul, 
M i  nnesota. 

we do across the  country. A t  community access 
t e l e v i s i o n  c i t y ,  centers,  we work w i t h  community 
groups and independent producers t h a t  use our 
t r a i  n i  ng and product ion f a c i  1 i ti es and cab1 e 
channels t o  r e f l e c t  the  concerns o f  t h e i r  community 

Localism l i e s  a t  t he  hear t  o f  t he  work 

0156 
1 and t o  he lp  educate t h e i r  f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s .  
2 
3 they come t o  us because they have l i t t l e  o r  no 
4 access t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  community forums on l o c a l  
5 broadcast o u t l e t s .  
6 For example, i n  Minneapolis, S t .  Paul, 
7 there 's  a populat ion o f  60,000 Somali Americans who 
8 have made t h e i r  community our community s ince being 
9 .  d isplaced by wars i n  East A f r i ca .  This  is a 

10 community w i t h  many s i  gni  f i  cant educational and 
11 economic needs. Local access t e l e v i s i o n  has 
1 2  responded t o  those needs by support ing 
1 3  10 regularly-produced TV ser ies on vocat ional  
14 t r a j n i n g ,  accul turated,  hea l th  educatjon and o ther  
1 5  t op i cs  o f  v i t a l  importance t o  our e n t i r e  community. 
16 These programs provide approximately 
17 20 hours o f  programming a week by, f o r  and about the  
18 soma1 i Ameri can communi t y  . 
19 
20 o u t l e t s  have f a i l e d  t o  address t ose in fo rmat ion  
2 1  needs o f  those c i t i z e n s  because t h e  community i s  not  
22 deemed t o  be a v i a b l e  market. 
0157 
1 
2 case o f  t h e  laudable e f f o r t s  o f  our l o c a l  PBS 

Most impor tan t ly  f o r  these hearings, 

Just  as s i g n i f i c a n t 1  , l o c a l  broadcast x 
When they have made an e f f o r t  as i n  the  
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a f f i l i a t e ,  they have r e l i e d  i r o n i c a l l y  upon 

LI 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
01- 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
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producers and 
t e l e v i s i o n .  
be l ieve  t h a t  l o c a l  needs are important,  are i n  many 
ways unaddressed by l o c a l  t e l e v i s i o n  I 

our concerns as we l o o k  a t  the  fu tu re  
1 andscape o f  media product ion and d i  s t r i  b u t i  on i n 
the  un i ted  s ta tes  i s  t h a t  the  s i g n i f j c a n t  remaining 
1 ocal out1 e t ,  community access t e l  ev i  s ion  w i  11 be 
weakened o r  e l iminated as a r e s u l t  o f  admin is t ra t i ve  
rule-makings on f ranch is ing  i n  many o f  t he  
1 ocal i ti es around the  un i ted  s ta tes .  

s i  n i f i c a n t  ac t i on  on your 

needs o f  t h e  eo l e .  

rogrammi ng from communi ty-accessed 
T R i s  i s  one sma l l  example o f  why we 

This  on ly  heightens the  need f o r  
a r t  t o  ensure fhat  l o c a l  

t e  7 ev is ion  addresses more t R an the  entertainment 

T R R  an you. 
(Applause) 
LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
okay, now i t ' s  t i m e  f o r  the pub l i c  
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10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

comment po r t i on  o f  t he  program. 
Before I review the  ground ru les ,  would 

the  fo l l ow ing  people plFase make your way t o  one o f  
the  two c loses t  a i s l e  microphones, there 's  one there 
and there 's  one r i  h t  there.. Carolyn Byer l  

S i  eberberg , Dyl an Wrynn , Bruce Levi nson and Nedi a 
Benjamin. 

okay, the  t ime l i m i t  i s  two minutes f o r  
each speaker. Please organize our thoughts so you 

t ime frame. 
se t  up, I ' v e  c a l l e d  a number o f  people j u s t  so t h a t  
we can move qu ick l y  from 

and I ' m  going i n  the  order t h a t  you reg is te red  and 
from t i m e  t o  t i m e  1'11 l e t  YOU know where we are on 

i? Kevin McCar ron , James co 7 eman, Kate 61 ofson, Sara 

can get  your important o i n t s  t x rough w j t h i n  t h a t  
Again, we I: ave those two microphones 

Remember, we R ave the  t i m e  c lock there 
erson t o  person. 

18 t h a t  l i s t .  
19 Havinq sa id  a l l  t h a t ,  Carolyn Byer ly.  
20 CAROLYN BYERLY: Thank you very- much. 

22 
0159 

'21 chairman Mart in ,  members of the  Commission, I ' m  very 
MY name i s  Carolyn Byer ly  pleased t o  be here today. 

1 
2 
3. 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10, 
11 
12' 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

and I ' m  a member of the  Howard u n i v e r s i t y  Department 
o f ,  School o f  communications. I conduct research on 
women, and m i  n o r i  t y  ownershi p and on the  e thn ic  
m ino r i t y  news audience, among other  t h i n  s .  

our na t ion  has before if bot  
r i g h t s  ,and a women's r i g h t s  c r i s i s  i n  media 
ownershi . Our f a i  1 ed Federal communications pol  i cy 

and cont ro l  more than 90 percent o f  our pub l i c  
airwaves. These powerful owners have a narrow 
demodraphic, they are near ly  a l l  male and they are 
whi te.  

The predicament of gender and r a c i a l  
i nequal i t y  i n ownershi p i s d i  s c r i  m i  natory  on i t s  
face. 
t he  l o c a l  l e v e l .  I n  research t h a t  we conducted i n  
Washington, D.C., l a s t  year, i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  
neighborhoods , residents t o l d  us t h a t  they bel  i eve 
l o c a l  t e l e v i s i o n  news ignores the  th ings  t h a t  they 

a c i v i l  

has enab L; ed those w i t h  great  weal th and power t o  buy 

Let  me share w i t h  you some o f  the  e f f e c t s , a t  
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20 most want t o  know about. 
2 1  These th ings  inc lude neighborhood 
22 redevelopment, l a c k  o f  jobs,  l ack  o f  hea l th  care f o r  
0160 
1 themselves and t h e i r  fami l ies and public safety, 
2 They want t o  know a b o u t  cr ime,  yes, b u t  
3 they want t o  know why there i s  so much crime and 
4 they want t o  know what's being done about i t  and 
5 the  want more v i s i b i l i t y  f o r  the  th ings they know 
6 
7 address it. 
8 we a lso  found t h a t  b lack rad io  l i s t e n e r s  
9 p re fe r  African-American con t ro l l ed  s ta t ions .  They 
10 t o l d  us these s ta t ions ,  quote, know what's going on . 
11 and, quote, t e l l  me the  t r u t h .  

M cur ren t  research on women broadcast 12 
13 owners i s  s t i  1 underway, bu t  two ea r l y  f ind ings  are 
14 worth shar ing w i t h  you today. F i  r s t ,  women 'owners 
15 emphasize t h a t  they are committed t o  p rov id ivg  l o c a l  
16 news, thus, we conclude t h a t  women's ownership 
17 f u l f i l l s  an essent ia l  l o c a l  pub l i c  i n t e r e s t .  
18 second, women owners say t h a t  they 
19 s t r i v e  t o  h i r e  and mentor other women. We conclude 
20 t h a t  preserving women's ownership i s  v i t a l  t o  g i v i n g  
21 other  women entree i n t o  the  indus t ry .  
22 Thank you very much. I strong ly  urge 
0161 

you no t  t o  f u r t h e r  de-regulate t h i s  already 
concentrated indus t ry .  

f u l  Y w e l l  are going on i n  t h e i r  neighborhoods t o  

Y 

(Appl ause) . 
LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
Kevi n McCarron. 
KEVIN MCCARRON: I ' m  j u s t ,  I ' m  not ,  I ' m  

j u s t  represent ing myself, I ' m  here today on my own 
time. Before I came down t o  D.C., I earned my 

9 graduate degree i? economics up i n  New England a f t e r  
10 a s ix-year s t i n t  i n  the  service.  
11 
12 b r i n g  the fundamentals o f  democracy i n t o  the  realm 
13 o f  economics and I want t o  t a l k  b r i e f l y  about 
14 democracy i n  broadcasting. we a l l  know i f  you 
15 s tud i  ed p o l i t i c a l  s c i  ence t h a t .  t he  foundi ng fa thers  
16 sought t o  keep power i n  check i n  three ways, th ree  
17 fundamental ways, a t  l eas t .  
18 YOU know about the checks and balances, 
19 or  su posedly the  paying between the  th ree  d i f f e r e n t  
20 branc R es o f  the  Federal Government. The second way 
21 was t o  attempt t o  a l low s ta tes  some powers v is-a-v is  
22 the Federal, i n  the Federa l i s t  system and the  t h i r d  
0162 
1 way was o f  course through the  10 amendments l i m i t i n g  
2 the power o f  Government over the  c i t i zens ,  over our 
3 c i t i zens .  

we l l  the  prime and r i n c i p a l  o f - l i m i t i n g  4 
5 power, keepin power i n  check a so appl ies i n  
6 
7 d isc ip l i ne .  Anybody w i t h  a degree w i t h  t h i s  knows 
8 t h i s .  
9 
10 
11 t o  hopefu l l y  prevent i nd i v idua l  producers from 

13 thus, t ereby commit soc ia l  i n j u s t i c e s .  

MY graduate work i n  economics was t o  

P 
T E i s  was a t  the  founding o f  the  academic economics. 

compet i t ion inherent  i n  e r fec t ,  i n  

the  cons t ra in ts  .o f  these free markets and, 

P p e r f e c t l y  compet i t ive markets hopefu l y  was designed 
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14 Now, t h i s  leads d i r e c t l y  t o  
1 5  de-re u l a t j o n  o f  ownershi . The de-regulat ion media 
16 
17 and a l lows broadcast ing corporat ions t o  overcome a 
18 system o f  checks and balances i n  the economic realm, 
19 same p r i n c i p l e .  we need more regu la t ion  i n  media 
20 ownership, no t  less .  The cur ren t  conso l ida t ion  
2 1  ownership i s  bad f o r  democracy and what's bad f o r  
22 
0163 

conso B i d a t i o n  threatens t R e design o f  f r e e  markets 

democracy i s  bad f o r  economics. 

1 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
2 James c o l  eman. 
3 JAMES COLEMAN: Good day t o  you a l l .  My 
4 name i s  the  Reverevd D r .  James Coleman. I ' m  
5 pres ident  o f  t he  MiSSiOnary Bap t i s t  M in i s te rs  
6 Conference o f  washin ton,  D.C., Maryland, V i r g i n i a  

8 f o r  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  share a c le rgy  perspect ive on 
9 the  mat ter  o f  media ownership. 

10 Respect fu l ly ,  I must repor t  t h a t - o u r  
11 organi za t i on  cannot. support rnedi a consol i d a t i  on 
1 2  because such conso l ida t ion  does no t  pass t h e  
1 3  theo log ica l  o r  moral t e s t  requi red f o r  soc ia l  
14 j u s t i c e .  
1 5  
16 t h a t  women, r a c i a l  and e thv i c  m j n o r i t y  grou s and 
17 
18 
19 media. 
20 
2 1  t h e  case t h a t  God has suppl ied t e airwaves as a 
22 g i f t  t o  a l l  human k ind.  He requi res o f  us. t o  be 
0 164 
1 
2 
3 op in ion and e thn ic  values o f  a l l  segments o f  
4 soc iety .  
5 AS the  media systems have increased i n  
6 s i z e  over the  l a s t  fewmyears,  media owners have 
7 become more powerful w i t h  t h e  po ten t i a l  f o r  good as 
8 w e l l  as e v i l .  our soc ie ty  has-become dependent on 
9 media owners t o  supply needed in fo rmat ion  i n  an 

10 honest, accurate and r e l i a b l e  manner. 
However, growin concern i s  t h a t  news 11 

1 2  repor ts  are no longer  r e l i a  l e ,  no longer  honest and 
1 3  i t  seems news reporfs have become more entertainment 
14 than ser ious r e p o r t i  ng . Seemi ng l  y some newscasts 
1 5  sent a l l  acrogs the  na t ion  s p o t l i g h t  con t rovers ia l  
16 and embarrassing circumstances people have 
17 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n .  
18 
19 t o  what's going on i n  o u r - p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a l i f y .  News 
20 s t o r i e s  o f  l o c a l  communities and our community are 
2 1  o f ten  overlooked f o r  t he  more sensat ional  
22 en te r ta in ing  s c r i p t s  as we pastors attempt t o  
0165 
1 address the  sensat ional  and f a l s e  messages t h a t  we 
2 receive by way o f  packaged media s to r i es .  
3 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you very  much. 
4 JAMES COLEMAN: And I see my t ime i s  up, 
5 so I -- 
6 (Applause) 
7 LOUIS SIGALOS: Kate BlOfSOn. 
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7 v i c i n i t y .  And I wis i? t o  express s incere g r a t i t u d e  

As pastors,  we wish t o  note the  f a c t  

peo l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  have &een 
exc 7 uded from o r  wrongfu l l y  stereotyped i n  t h e  

I t i s  t h e  church res o n s j b i l i t y  t o  make R 
good stewards over t h e  airwaves and ensure t h a t  
media r e f l e c t  i n  a balanced fashion the  views, 
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I 

I 

i .  



I '  

I 

. .  . .  
I 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

FCC Hearing 10.31.07 
KATE BLOFSON: Hey, commissioners, hey, 

(Hey). 
KATE BLOFSON: Happy Halloween. we are 

chai rman Mar t in  , hey everybody. 

the FCC cheerleaders and we are so to ta l ly  ps ched 
t o  be here today. 
t h a t  we made it, too. 

S O ,  me and Sarah got here a t  l i k e  4 a.m. 
t h i s  morning and so we're going t o  go back t o  back 
so we can f i n i s h  a l l  o f  our cheers. 

BY the  way, I r e a l l y  l ove  the  music 
before the  f i r s t  panel is ts ,  , l i k e  behind the  w 
t h ing ,  we t o t a l l y  use t h a t  same music f o r  one o f  our 
l i k e  best ever  rout ines.  

I ' m  sure you guys are rea l  Y y g lad 

I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  r e i t e r a t e  t h a t  we're 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
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f o r  t he  FCC, t h a t ' s  why we are the  FCC cheerleaders. 
The guards out  there seemed t o  be confused l i k e  
we're here t o  d i s rup t  something o r  d i s t r a c t  from 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

t h i s  process. 
- 

we are t o t a l  1 y f o r  media consol i d a t i  on, 
okay, and we're here t o  cheer you on and su p o r t  you 

t o  b i g  corporat ions.  
S O ,  we',ve been working r e a l l y  hard s ince 

l a s t  Wednesday n igh t  t o  get these cheers down. 
Normally we'd have l i k e  way more t i m e  than t h a t  t o  
l i k e  meet and p rac t i ce  and s t u f f ,  bu t  I guess we 
j u s t  heard about i t  a week ago, so. 

(us too). 
(chearl eaders) . 
Ready, okay. 
Two, four ,  q i x ,  e igh t ,  who do we 

consol i date, media, media, more media. 
KATE BLOFSON: By the  way, t h a t  would 

have been way b e t t e r  w i t h  our pom-poms, they l i k e  
took them a t  secur i ty ,  so. 

one more cheer, l e t ' s  do it. A l l  r i g h t .  

110 percent wh i l e  you g ive  110 percent o f  t R e media 
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_-  
22 
01 
1 so -- 
3 KATE BLOFSON: You're welcome, w e ' r e  
4 
5 

7 
8 Sarah s i  eberberg , please. 
9 
10 
11 t h i s  i s  Sarah. 
12 (chearl eaders) . 
13 okay. one m i l l i o n ,  two m i l l i o n ,  
14 t h r e e  m i l l i o n  do j a r s ,  a l l  f o r  c lea r  channel stand 
15 up and ho! 1 e r  , M-O-N-O-P-O-L-Y, monopoly, monopoly 
16 gets us high. 
17 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. I bel ieve  
18 now we are up t o  Dylan wrynn. Yes. 
19 MICHAEL SHAY: For personal reasons, 
20 Dylan and I switched pos i t ions ,  I ' m  Michael shay, so 
21 I ' m  going t o  be i n  h i s  pos i t ion ,  h e ' l l  be i n  mine. 

0168 
1 

, 2  LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 

going t o  do our l a s t  cheer now, thank you so much 
f o r  the  qp o r t u n i t y  and you guys are doing a t o t a l l y  

LOUIS SIGALOS : Sarah. 

SARAH SIEBERBERG: 
LOUIS SIGALOS: okay, s t a r t  the  c lock,  

6 awesome J O  E . 
We're doing a cheer. 

22 I was 26, I think,  so. J 

could I have two minutes? 
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LOUIS SIGALOS: Yes, please. 
MICHAEL SHAY: Thank you. I ' m  Michael 

shay from WRYR, t he  LPFM almost f i r s t  t o  ever go on. 
We've been on the  a i r  f i v e  years out  i n  the 
chesa eake Bay. We've been, doing loca l ism,  we know 

despi te  the  e f f o r t s  o f  the  Natjonal Associat ion o f  
Broadcasters and Nat i  ona1 pub1 i c Rad1 0 .  And 
100 watts i s  no t  going t o  f i l l  the  vacuum t h a t  i s  
created by the  mega broadcasters t h a t  want more o f  
t he  spectrum and i t  r e a l l y  i s  unbel ievable t h a t  our 
1 oca1 communi ti es don ' t have any frequency 
avai 1 ab1 e. 

And I can share w i t h  you instance a f t e r  
instance o f  t he  good work t h a t  we've been doing i n  
our community f o r  over f i v e  years, bu t  ? would l i k e  
t o  share one p a r t i c u l a r  instance t h a t  k ind  o f  d r ives  
home an amazing po in t .  

And the  NPR players w i t h  Susan sandberg 
and Carl  Kassel l  , they do rad io  theater  drama a t ,  i n  
Easton and. vou know. i t ' s  our rad io  s t a t i o n  t h a t  

what '1 ocalism is, b u t ,  you know, we, ~ ' m  here 

a -  

0169 
1 
2 Downtown. wi thout  our s ta t i on ,  i t  r e a l l y  wouldn' t  
3 be Radio from Downtown. 
4 when I interv iewed Susan sandberg, and 
5 I 've i n t e r v i  ewed many peopl e from Presi dent i  a1 
6 candidates t o  very important people i n  our 
7 community, and when I t o l d  Susan the  s to ry  about how 
8 National  pub l i c  Radio t r i e d  t o  keep my s t a t i o n  from 
9 happening and i s  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  keep other  s ta t i ons  
10 from happening, community radio,  she thought I 
11 wasn't t e l l i n g  the  t r u t h .  she d i d n ' t  be l ieve i t . 
12 I t ' s  an unbel ievable s t o r  and i t ' s  the  on ly  
13 i n te rv iew  t h a t  I ' v e  ever rl ad anybody walk away from. 
14 YOU know, the,  we have done a s tud , the  
15 M i t e r  corporat ion -- excuse me, my t ime's  up, gu t  
16 we're going t o  continue t o  do good work i n  our 
17 communi t y  . 
18 Thank you. 
19 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you very much. 
20 
21 
22 
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hosts i t  so t h a t  they can c a l l  i t  Radio from 

Before I announce the  next speaker, 
would the  fo l l ow ing  peo l e  come forward t o  the  
microphones, please, Me P an ie Campbell, ~ o h n  Arnold, 

1 L 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

L i z  Humes, Susan Meehan, Epham Rams and Rosa 
c l  emente. 

center f o r  Regulatory Effect iveness. 

consumers union ind ica ted  t h a t  t he  numbFr . o f  f u l l  
powered minority-owned commercial t e l e v i s i o n  
s ta t ions  has increased by 25 percent between 2000 
and 2006, the  same t ime per iod dur ing which they 
s tated the  consol i d a t i  on has i ncreased . 

There's been an attempt t o  use the  
cur ren t  issues o f  loca l i sm and m ino r i t y  and female 
ownership t o  t r y  and, t o  j u s t i f y  ownership caps; 
however, there i s no t  re1 i ab1 e data support ing t h a t  
contxection. 

assets o f  female- and minority-owned s ta t ions .  

Bruce Levi nson. 
BRUCE LEVINSON: Bruce Levinson w i t h  the  

I n  t h e  recent data i n  a recent f i l i n g  by 

I t ' s  a c t u a l l y  j u s t  the  o posi te ,  
ownership caps decrease t R e value o f  the  

They 
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19 
20 businesses, t o  improve programming management and t o  
2 1  buy new, t o  buy add i t iona l  s t a t i o n  proper t ies.  
22 
0171 
1 female  broadcast investors  by decreasing the  value 
2 o f  t h e i r  assets. Decreasing s t a t i o n  values may 
3 nominal ly make other  add i t iona l  eople ab le t o  buy 
4 
5 e t h n i c i t y .  I t  simply opens i t  up t o  more whi te  
6 males. 
7 MOreOVer, reduci ng s t a t i o n  Val ues 
8 discourages investors ,  i t  discourages inves tors  o f  
9 every e t h n i c i t y .  You need t o  reduce regu la t ion  i n  

10 
11 o ening t o  a l l  investors  and po ten t i a l  inves tors  i n  

Thank you. 
1 2  
1 3  
14 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
1 5  Nadi a Ben jami n . 
17 Samantha Benjamin speaking on behal f  o f  Nadia 
18 Benjamin and code Pink, Women f o r  Peace. I ' m  
19 dressed today as a cor o ra te  media whore' because I 
20 
2 1  h ighest  bidder 
22 when the media i s  consol idated i n t o  a 

need those assers t o  bond against ,  t o  invest imate 

you' r e  no t  goi  ng t o  he1 p m ino r i t y  and 

s ta t ions ,  bu t  t h a t ' s  t r u e  regard 7 ess o f  gender o r  

order t o  make the  process more welcoming and more 

t E e broadcast indus t ry .  

16 SAMANTHA MILLER: H i ,  I ' m  a c t u a l l y  

f e e l  t h a t  our (inaudib 7 e) have been so ld  t o  the  

1" -- 
U I / L  
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
1 3  
14 

few p r o f i t - d r i v e n  hands, i t  i s  a t  the  cost  o f - o u r  
democracy. I belong t o  a women's eace organizat ion 

war i n  I r a q  and t o  prevent a war V i th  I r a n .  We 
represent the  ma jo r i t y  sentiment i n  t h i s  country, 
bu t  one would never know t h a t  by tu rn ing  on the 
news. 

marginal ized by the corporate media. The Tack o f  
d i v e r s i t y  of opjnions and analys is  i n  the  media i s  a 
1 i . f e  and death issue: The media so ld  the  I r a q  war 
t o  t h e  American pub l i c  which has now cost  t he  l i v e s  
o f  almost 4,000 U . S .  troops and over one m i l l i o n  
I r a q i  c i v i l i a n s ,  no t  t h a t  y o u ' l l  ever hear t h a t  on 

c a l l e d  code Pink t h a t  has been war-ing R t o  stop the  

our voices have been Tompl e t e l  

1 5  the  'news. 
16 Now they ' re  t r y i n g  t o  s e l l  us a war w i th  
17 I r a n ,  ac t i ng  as i f  somehow I r a n  has made th rea ts  
18 towards us. - 
19 How cay we c a l l  ourselves a democracy 
20 when we have a media e n t i r e l y  con t ro l l ed  by l a r g e  
21. corporat ions and o f ten  the  same corporat ions 
22 p r o f i t i n g  from the  war i n  I raq .  
0173 
1 TO have a rea l  democracy we must have an 
2 informed populat ion,  we must have t r u e  pub l i c  
3 discourse w i t h  the  d i v e r s i t y  o f  voices i n  The media. 
4 The FCC must stop corporat ions from s i l enc ing  the  
5 voices o f  the people and p ro tec t  pub l i c  i n t e r e s t .  
6 I t ' s  t ime t o  stop p r o s t i t u t i n g  our airwaves t o  
7 corporat ions.  
8 (Applause) 
9 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
10 
11 
12 

Me1 ani  e Campbell . 
CAROL JENKINS: H i ,  I ' m  r e  resent ing 

Melanie Campbell whocis  no t  able t o  ma e it, I ' m  R 
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1 3  Carol Jenkins from t h e  Women's Media center .  We a l l  
14 belong t o  a group c a l l e d  D i  n i t y  and D ive rs i t y .  
1 5  
16 morning s ince the  Imus i n c i d e n t  took  place i n  A p r i l .  
17 
18 congressional hear ing and i s  making i t s  e f f e c t  known 
19 i n  the  wor ld  i n  terms o f  women o f  co lo r ,  d iverse 
20 women i n  the  media. 
2 1  Here's the  th ing ,  today we witnessed y e t  
22 again a scenar io where there  were 10 men and 2 
0174 
1 women. There are 4 Commissioners who are male and 

3 
4 we l l  most ly wh i te  men, so t h a t  I, t h e  issue t h a t  we 
5 would r a i s e  because o f  t he  women's media center,  
6 we're t a l k i n g  about the  representat ion o f  women i n  
7 the  media and we might say, too,  a t  t he  FCC. 
8 You have t o  have d i v e r s i t y  more than a 
9 2 t o  10 i n  terms o f  ex ressiFg t h e  opinions o f  

10 
11 airwaves, both t e l e v i s i o n  and rad io.  
1 2  SO we would, we s t i l l  say we are the  
1 3  i n v i s i b l e  ma jo r i t y ,  more women i n  t h e  country than 
14 men, we now i n  mainstream media s t i l l  occupy on ly  
1 5  3 percent o f  pos i t i ons  o f  c l o u t  and own an 
16 i n f i n i t e s i m a l  amount o f  r?d io s ta t i ons  and 
17 t e l e v i s i o n  s ta t i ons  i n  t h i s  country.  
18 
19 about how you present yourse l f ,  you are a 
20 representat ive o f  mainstream media i n  the  
2 1  unfor tunate way o f  .not  showing women o f  co lo r ,  o f  
22 no t  showing women i n  t h e i r  t r u e  representat ive s t a t e  
0175 
1 i n  t h i s  country and u n t i l  women are included, you 
2 have on ly  a p a r t  o f  t he  s t o r  
3 
4 happeni ng i n Ameri ca. 
5 Thank you very much. 
6 (Applause) . 
7 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. John Arnold. 
8 John Arnold. 
9 L i z  Humes. 

We've been having phone ca l  4 s every s i n g l e  Tuesday 

SO f a r  t he  group has i n i t i a t e d  a 

1 Commissioner who's a woman. There's a 
O n l y  ha1 way f u l l  o f  Commissioners who are a l l  whi te  men, 

what's going t o  take p P ace w i t h  these publicly-owned 

And I t h i n k  t h a t  as you begin t o  t h i n k  

and a t  t h i s  p o i n t  no t  
t he  most important p a r t  o f  t rl e s t o r y  o f  what's 

10 LIZ HUMES: H i ,  I ' m  L i z  HUmeS and I ' m  
11 here t o  speak on beha l f  o f  WRIR LPFM and before I 
1 2  begin my speech, I have t o  say t h a t  I probably agree 
1 3  w i t h  every s i n g l e  speaker who was up here i n  support 
14 o f  loca l ism,  bu t  because o f  t ime cons t ra in ts ,  I ' m  
15,' here t o  t a l k  t o  you about one small aspect o f  what 
16 LPFM can do f o r  our l o c a l  communities. We can save 
17 l i v e s .  
18 WRIR LPFM Richmond independent rad io  and 
19 the  c i t y  o f  Richmond, V i r g i n i a ,  have a unique 
20 ar tnersh ip  t o  work together i n  times o f  c r i s i s .  we 
2 1  . Rave a f i ve-year  agreement i n  which WRIR w i l l  
22 broadcast emergency in fo rmat ion  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  
0176 
1 from p u b l i c . o f f i c i a l s  over our airwaves. I have a 
2 l e t t e r  t o  g i ve  t o  you from our Mayor and Former 
3 Governor o f  V i r  i n i a ,  Doug w i l de r .  
4 I a 7 so want t o  quote t h i s  l e t t e r  when he 
5 ' says, "WRIR LPFM j,s v i t a l  t o  Richmond's response and 
6 recovery e f f o r t s .  A t  t he  end o f  t h e  l e t t e r  he goes 
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7 on t o  say, "Broadcast rad io  
8 management o f f i c i a l s  t h e  abi  
9 immediately and e f f e c t i v e l y  

10 Local 1 y-owned , 1 oca1 1 y-operated pub1 i c broadcast 
11 sta t i ons  l i k e  WRIR LPFM are an i d e a l  t o o l  f o r  
1 2  communi ca t ion  between mZjni  c i  pal  i ti es and the  
1 3  communities they serve. 
14 WRIR was ne i the r  the  f i r s t  s t a t i o n  nor 
1 5  t he  second s t a t i o n ,  bu t  we were the  on ly  s t a t i o n  
16 t h a t  accepted t h i s  par tnersh ip w i t h  the  c i t y  t h a t  we 
17 l i v e  i n .  The o ther  s ta t ions ,  f u l l  powers, d i d n ' t  
18 want t o  g i ve  up t h e i r  airwaves t o  serve the  c i t y  
19 they operate. WRIR w i l l  a l low the  c h i e f  o f  po l i ce ,  
20 the  f i r e  department, t he  Mayor's press o f f i c e  and 
2 1  the  head o f  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  t o  discuss whatever 
22 needs t o  be done t o  res to re  peace i n  our l i v e s .  
0177 
1 I am asking you today t o  do the  next  
2 r i g h t  t h i n g  f o r  response and recovery e f f o r t s  and 
3 a l l ow  the  expansion o f  LPFMs on the  rad io  d i a l ,  
4 because a t  l e a s t  i n  Richmond, V i r g i n i a ,  we're t h e  
5 on ly  s t a t i o n  w i l l i n g  t o  use our a i  rwaves t o  save 
6 l i v e s  and I ' d  l i k e ,  and I ' d  l i k e  t o  submit t he  
7 l e t t e r  from Doug w i l de r ,  okay. 
8 LOUIS SIGALOS: Yes , 1'1 1 take t h a t .  
9 (Power t o  the  women). 

10 LOUIS SIGALOS: Susan Meehan. 
11 SUSAN MEEHAN: Good af ternoon, t o  d i l u t e  
1 2  the  number i n  d i v e r s i t y  o f  medias and experiment, 
1 3  t h a t  places America a t  g rea t  r i s k  o f  l o s i n g  one o f  
14 i t s  most fundamental freedoms, t h e  freedom o f  press. 
1 5  The u l t i m a t e  reduct ion,  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  
16 reduct ion o f  media i s  a l oss  o f  freedom i n  speech. 
17 This  was brought home t o  me most s t r i k i n g 1  when I 
18 
19 s t i l l  under t h e  con t ro l  o f  D i c t a t o r  Francisco 
20 Franco. Freedom o f  speech was no t  even a l uxu ry  a t  
2 1  
22 unacceptable, unto1 erated and impermi s s i  b l  e under 
0178 
1 any c i  rcumstances. 
2 
3 l i v e d  i n  h igh - r i se  p u b l i c  housing t ere g r e a t l y  
4 d i s l i k e d  Franco and protested b i t t e r 1  against  him. 
5 
6 because-the knew i f  i t  was heard and reported', a l l  
7 SO when t h e  began t o  
81 r a i l  against  t h e  Government i n  t h e i r  own Xome, they 
9 forced him i n t o  a c lose t ,  a c lo thes c lose t .  Dissent 

10 could on ly  take p lace i n  a t i n y  room i n  the  dark and 
11 surrounded by garments and galoshes, no t  o ther  
1 2  humans. 
13.  I wouldn' t  want t o  l i v e  l i k e  t h a t  ever 
14 
1 5  

I f  media ownership laws are chan ed t o  16 
17 a l low even more consol idat ion,  a few immense y r i c h  
18 businesses w i l l  con t ro l  what i s  sa id  and democracy 
19 w i l l  s u f f e r .  Issues i n  which the  r i c h  have 
20 viewpoints d i f f e r e n t  from the  poor w i l l  no t  be 
21 cokered f a i r l y  o r  eventua l l y  a t  a l l  because i t  w i l l  
22 "  no t  be i n  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  t o  do so. 
0179 

spent a summer years ago l i v i n g  i n  spain w rl en i t  was 

t h a t  t ime and place. It was a concept e n t i  r e l y  

one member o f  t he  fam i l  w i t h  whom I rl 
His o ra to r  always f r igh tened the  fami Y y g r e a t l y  

o f  them cou 5; d be imprisoned. 

again and I am a f r a i d  t h a t  media consol idat ion i s  
herding us i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

7 
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severe consequences f o r  democracy w i l l  

be the  r e s u l t  and c losets  w i l l  once a a i n  become the  
on ly  place f o r  protests .  
democracy requi  res t h a t  the  greatest  poss ib le  
v a r i e t y  o f  opinion should be brought t o  the  
a t t e n t i  on of a1 1 . 

People on t ii e airwaves and 

Thank you. 
LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
(Applause) 
LOUIS SIGALOS: Before I announce the  

next speaker, I ' d  l i k e  t o  c a l l  the  fo l l ow ing  people 
forward, Nanz Riccard, Tim Gibson, Chr i s t i an  
Melendez, Alex A l len ,  Carol ~ e n k i n s ,  Adam Lynn and 
M i  chael Ha1 p e r i  n . E. Faye W i  11 i ams . 

ROSA CLEMENTE: I ' m  Rosa Clemente. 
LOUIS SIGALOS: You're next.  
E. Faye w i l l i ams.  
ROSA CLEMENTE: You haven't c a l l e d  me. 
LOUIS SIGALOS: You're next up, Rosa, 

ROSA CLEMENTE: H i ,  okay. My name i s  
Rosa C l  emente . 
Rosa Clemente and I ' m  a h i p  hop j o u r n a l i s t ,  a c t i v i s t  

and community organizer. I ' m  a mother and as a 
b lack Peurto Rican woman, I ' m  outraged, I ' m  outraged 
a t  a bunch o f  whi te  men over the  age o f  45 t h a t  
con t ro l  95 percent o f  the  mater ia l .  I n  t h i s  
mater ia l  w i t h i n  the  h i p  hop indus t r y  puts out  t h e  
most degradi ng , m i  sogyni s t i  c and depi c t s  my 
daughter's f a the r ,  my par tner ,  an African-American 
man w i t h  th ree  jobs,  bu t  according t o  the  ma jo r i t y  
media, he i s  lazy,  v i o l e n t ,  a drug dealer,  weed 
smoker, saggy-bag wearing Nigger. Yes, because even 
i f  t h e  mainstream media would no t  use t h i s  word, 
everything they pu t  out  there por t rays him as a 
N i  gger . 
d i d  no t  bother me. why, I don' t  expect anything 
from a r a c i s t  b igo t .  
one woman o f  co lo r  progressive o r  moderate was t o  be 
found on t h e i r  airyaves a f t e r  h i ?  nast comments. 

t h a t  what i s  or t rayed on the  mainstream media i s  

vers ion o f  the  rap i ndus t r y  so men who don ' t  l ook  

l i k e  me o r  my daughter o r  the  ma jo r i t y  o f  the  
Ameri can popul a t i  on can 1 i ve i n mu1 ti - m i  11 i on 
mansions wh i l e  they pu t  out the  most v i o l e n t  and 

As a women o f  co lo r ,  what Don Imus sa id  

what angered me was t h a t  no t  

AS a h i p  hop generation ba i: y, I am aware 

no t  h i p  hop, E u t  a d i s to r ted ,  tw is ted  fantasy 

u b l i c  sa fe t  nasty music out  there so t h a t  they can 

One year a f t e r  the  infamous Tsunami song 
a i red  on Hot 97 we met w i t h  ~ o h n  Demic, a whi te  man. 
He sa id  t o  us I don' t  l e t  my l i s t e n  -- my k ids  
l i s t e n  t o  anything on the  rad io  t h a t  comes out  o f  
t h i s  s t a t i o n  t h a t  I program. 
h i p  hop programmer he does no t  a l low h i s  own 
ch i l d ren  t o  l i s t e n  t o  it. 

SO I ask the  commissioners, and 
respec t fu l l y ,  espec ia l l y  t o  chairman Mart in,  t h i s  i s  
no t  a 'oke f o r  us, t h i s  i s  our l i v e s  and I ask you 

o f  your l i f e  i f  you a l low t h i s  t o  happen. 
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18 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
19 (Applause) . 
20 LOUIS SIGALOS: Nan2 Riccard. 
2 1  NAN2 RICCARD: Good afternoon, 
22 Commissioners, I'm Nan2 Riccard, I'm execut ive 
0182 
1 
2 t e l e v i s i o n  community network, DCTV, which t ransmi ts  
3 over 130 o r i g i n a l  l o c a l  program hours each week on 
4 
5 As b i g  media has got ten more and more 
6 consolidated, they have pushed l o c a l  d iverse forces 
7 o f f  the  a i r .  Community access channels f i l l  a! 
8 important void.  Community . programmers speak w i t h  
9 t h e i  r communi t i e s  . 

10 tableau i s  being broken t h a t  has caused minor g i r l s  
11 who were i n fec ted  w i t h  AIDS by a d u l t  men t o  be 
1 2  ost rac ized by t h e i  r communi t i e s  . 
1 3  Here i s  where conversations among youth 
14 t o  resolve ang v io lence i s  being held. This i s  no t  
1 5  t o  ensure t!e commercial v i a b i l i t y  o f  these 
16 channels, bu t  t o  meet v i t a l  l o c a l  communication 
17 needs and make our communities b e t t e r  places t o  
18 l i v e .  
19 
20 i s  look ing  towards f u r t h e r  media consol idat ion.  I t s  
2 1  two recent hearings on cable N f ranch is ing  are 
22 chipping away a t  the  one t r u e  l o c a l  t e l e v i s i o n  
0183 

d i r e c t o r  of the  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia's pub l i c  access 

non-commerci a1 channels devoted t o  publ i c d i  scourse. 

community channels are where the  

And y e t  a t  the  same t ime the  Commission 

1 system t h a t  e x i s t s  w i t h i n  a reasonable regulatory  
2 framework. The issue before us i s  one o f  reso lv ing  
3 how out  o f  balance our in fo rmat ion  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
4 systems have become r e l a t i v e  t o  our goals as a 
5 democracy. 
6 
7 amendments. They may be a s t a r t ,  bu t  they do no t  by 
8 themselves undo the  resu l t s  o f  overvigorous media 
9 consol idat ion and i t s  detr iment on loca l i sm and 

10 d iverse views. 
11 M r .  Goodmon, spoke o f  look ing  a t  the  

i c t u r e  as a whole i n  order t o  achieve t r u e  E Y ocalism. The imbalance i s  caused by the  d e v i l  
14 t h a t ' s  i n  the d e t a i l s  and the  cumulative e f f e c t  o f  
1 5  the  many pieces discussed here today. 
16 

The chairman l i s t e d  many proposals and 

The Commission acts  i n  the  pub l i c  t r u s t  

c'ommission t o  h a l t  f u r t h e r  
adopt ru les  t o  encourage 

o f  the  na t ion 's  most 
assets. I n  t h i s  l i g h t  we 

2 1  reversal  o f  i t s  e f fec ts  t o  date. 
22 Add i t i ona l l y ,  any f u r t h e r  ru les  should 

1 encourage and ensure the  continuance o f  new l o c a l  
2 ownership w i t h  c lear ly-def ined l o c a l  programming, 
3 publ i c i n t e r e s t  requi  rements and the  framework 
4 should be restored and extended t o  broadcast 
5 s a t e l l i t e ,  rad io  and emergency technologies as a 
6 mean o f  ensuring the  unnecessar c i  tizens-based 
7 d iscord i n  each o f  those broad-gased media, the  
8 framework t h a t  pub l i c  access has'been over these 
9 years. 

0184 I 

4 10, I thank the  commission very much. 
LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
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12 Tim Gibson. Tim Gibson. Chr i s t i an  
13 Melendez. 

15 commissioners, chairman Mart in ,  I'm Chr i s t i an  
16  Me'lendez, I'm a student a t  the  Universi ty o f  
17 Maryland. I ' m  also here to represent the 
18 underrepresented today, the  youth, t o  urge you t o  
19 promote loca l i sm by no t  re lax ing  media ownership 
20 ru les ,  by encouraging low powered FM and by 
21 pro tec t ing  t h a t  word n e u t r a l i t y .  
22 
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14 CHRISTIAN MELENDEZ: Good afternoon 

YOU are probably aware t h a t  economists 
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from your commission sa id  t h a t  l o c a l  ownership o f  TV 
s ta t i ons  had heal t h y  imp1 i c a t i  ons f o r  heal t h y  news, 
however as senator Barbara Boxer has noted, t h a t  
study was suppressed. 

I f  evidence from the  FCC i s  no t  enough, 
t r y  the  s t o r y  about two FOX repor ters  who a te  being 
f i r e d  f o r  doing a s t o r y  on a dangerous growth 
hormone by MOnSantO who happened t o  be an adver t i ser  
f o r  Fox News. 

I f  the  on ly  o u t l e t  t h a t ' s  i n  an area 
decide t o  sensor the  news, where, where's the pub l i c  
going t o  get t h i s  in fo rmat ion  from? 

Again, I ' m  a student from the  Un ivers i ty  
o f  Maryland and many students there  have never heard 
the  terms media consol idat ion,  never heard o f  
n e u t r a l i t y ,  low powered FM. 

I ' m  a DJ a t  the  Un ivers i ty ' s  rad io  
s ta t i on ,  WMUC FM, College Park, i t ' s  America's 
o ldes t  co l lege rad io  s t a t i o n  and a community o u t l e t  
t h a t  has decided i t  would no t  dup l i ca te  the  
corporate in fo ta inment  t h a t ' s  perpetuate -- o r  
excuse me, i t ' s  j u s t  repeatedly pu t  out  there on the  

86 
airwaves every s i n g l e  day. 

genres, l o c a l  a r t i s t s ,  f resh  news t o  the  students o f  
co l lege Park. 
pub l i c  know what's r e a l l y  going on. For example, 
the  amount of coverage i n  2003 t o  the  commission's 
r u l e  changes was very l i m i t e d ,  so then how am I 
aware o f  these such things? 
p a r t i  c i  patory  and no t  one-di r e c t i  onal medi um, the  
In te rne t .  

The explosion o f  o r i g i n a l  user-generated 
content which i s  due t o  network n e u t r a l i t y  i s  
s tea l i ng  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  our democracy. I n  
co l lege Park, f o r  example, where I ' m  from, there 's  a 
major development i n i t i a t i v e  being undertaken b the  
u n i v e r s i t y  l i s t e n e r s  and blogs l i k e  we t h i n k  Coylege 
Park are generating communi t awareness and 
involvement. And I'll f i n i d  rea l  f a s t ,  these are 
reasons t o  promote loca l i sm everywhere. 
t o  expand l o c a l  powered FM, promote d i v e r s i f i e d  
ownership, p ro tec t  t he  network n e u t r a l i t y .  Please 
don' t  l e t  b i g  media choke the  oxygen out  o f  our 

We s t r i v e  t o  b r i n g  a l l  so r t s  o f  musical 

we don ' t  expect b i g  media t o  l e t  t he  

Because o f  

I want you 

r7 ' OX&, 
1 
2 leave t h i n k i n g  what the  'F" CC. 
3 
4 
5 Alex -- Alex All'en. 

dwindl ing democracy and please don ' t  l e t  the  pub l i c  

Thank you. 
LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
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ALEX ALLEN: I wanted t o  address 

LOUIS S I G A L O S :  Excuse me, what's your 

ALEX ALLEN: A l e x  A l l e n ,  but  I wanted t o  
LOUIS SIGALOS: We're on the record. 
ALEX ALLEN: A l l  r i g h t ,  I j u s t  wanted t o  

chai rman Mar t in  . 
name, s i r ?  

t a l k  t o  Chairman Martin,  b u t  i f  he 's  running -- 

say t h a t ,  I r e a l l y  l i k e  chairman Mar t in  and the  
p r i n t  these dot  mat r ix  photos o f  him i n  the  Wal 
S t ree t  Journal from t i m e , t o  t ime and I l ook  a t  him 
and he's got  such an innocent face and he's so s o f t  
s oken and so I t h i n k  we're i n  good hands here, bu t  
tRen I hear about devious and d e v i l i s h  th ings  t h a t  
t h i s  commission repor ted ly  wants t o  do, l i k e  r e l a x  
the  newspaper, broadcast cross-ownershi p ban and 
then when t h i s  hear inq i s  a week before the  e l e c t i o n  

Y 

- 
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1 scheduled on f i v e  minutes not ice,  i t ' s  n o t  r e a l l y  
2 conducive t o  g e t t i n g  a f a i r  sampling o f  pub l i c  
3 comment. 
4 w i t h  t h a t  said,  I would say tha: 
5 b a s i c a l l y  the,  the  s i t u a t i o n ,  the  media environment 
6 i n  t h i s  country as i t ' s  demonstrated by corporate 
7 i n te res ts ,  by the  merchant c lass,  every r e l i g i o n  i n  
8 the  wor ld  warns against  the merchant c ass because 
9 i t ' s ,  i t ' s  very  dangerous. 

10 wi th t h a t  said,  I ' d  l i k e  t o ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
11 b u i l d  up, there 's  an o l d  s k i t  i n  Monte Python, an 
1 2  o l d  s k i t  i n  Monte Python where a hea l th  inspestor  
1 3  walks i n t o  a chocolate sho and t h i s  choco la t ie r  i s  
14 
1 5  apologies, I ' m  g ladmyou heard me, though. 
16 
17 you know we have t o  take t h i s  s t u f f  o f f  the  market. 
18 And he says bu t  our sales are, o r  we have t o  t e l l  
19 the  pub l i c ,  we have t o  l abe l  ; and he sa id  our sales 
20 would plummet. The hea l th  inspector  sa s t o  h e l l  
2 1  
22 
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1 
2 any ru les.  
3 Thank you and -- 
4 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you very much. 
5 Carol Jenkins. 
6 Adam Lynn. 
7 ADAM LYNN: I be l ieve  the  p u b l i c  t r u s t  
8 has been l o s t  and t h a t  ov l y  the  p r o f i t - m o f i v e  
9 1 remai ns f o r  media. companies . The cornmi ? s i  on i s  

10' tasked w i t h  ensuring the  commercial media system 
11 recognizes t h a t  they f o s t e r  the  l i f e  blood o f  
1 2  democracy and I bel ieve you are f a i l i n g  i n  t h i s  
1 3  regard. 
14 
1 5  Maze sa i n g  something t o  The e f fec t  o 
16 
17 l i s t e n e r s ,  he's i n  the  business o f  making money. 
18 And 1 t h i n k  t h a t ' s  when we need t o  step i n  and t e l l  
19 him he's wrong on t h a t  account. 

I f ,  i f  some o f  ou don ' t  be l ieve  me i n  20 
2 1  t h i s  regard, l e t  me g ive a i t t l e  evidence t o  the  
22 e f f e c t  o f  why t h i s  i s  the  case. 

making chocolates w i th  Lar I: ' s  vomit and -- my 

wi th  your sales,  we've got t o  p ro tec t  t Yl e pub l i c  and 

And bas1 c a l l y  the  hea l th  inspector  says, 

I think t h a t  t he  Commission has go t  t o  p ro tec t  t h e  

pub l i c  and the  best way t o  do t h a t  i s  t o  no t  re lax  

YOU can look back t o  the  uote o f  Laur ie  
t h a t  he's no t  ? 

i n  the i: usiness o f  prov id iFg in format ion t o  

Y 
You can s t a r t  w i t h  
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1 s t a f f  cuts.  There's been 4,000 ' ou rna l i s t s  a t  l e a s t  
2 
3 consol idat ion.  I f  you o t o  l ook  a t  what's replaced 
4 
5 rep1 aced these journal  i sts . 
6 I turned on Fox 5 t h i s  morning before I 
7 came down here and what d i d  I see, I saw a 
8 j o u r n a l i s t  dressed up as Ghos;buster walk ing around 
9 doing a news repor t  and t h a t  i s  not ,  no t  journal ism 

10 t o  me and t h a t  i s  no t  what I want t o  hear about from 
11 my communit . I f  you look  even f u r t h e r ,  y o u ' l l  see 
1 2  w e l l  what e Y se they've replaced i t  w i t h  i s  fake news 
1 3  o r  v ideo news releases. 
14 we, you know, I mean the  f a c t ,  even 
1 5  regardless o f  d isc losure,  i t ' s  a t raves ty  t h a t  t h i s  
16 i s  even around and 1'11 repor t  t h a t  the  GAO s i t e ,  i t  
17 showed t h a t  from '98 t o  2002 feed mater ia l  increased 
18 from 14 percent t o  23 percent, which i s  absolute ly  
19 h o r r i f i c .  And l e t  me j u s t ,  j u s t  say t h a t  on top  o f  
20 t h a t ,  you know, you have, you ' us t  see the  loss  
2 1  t h a t ,  the  l oss  o f  journal ism t i a t  t h i s  has created 
22 what, you know, what you see, you look '  
0191 

s ince  2000 t h a t  those jobs have 2l een cu t  due t o  

these journalists, you' Q 1 see that f luff  has 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
1 2  
1 3  
14 
1 5  
16 
17 
18 
19: 
20 

t o  rad io  and the  vo ice t rack ing  and a l l  these 
th ings,  t h a t ' s  what the next t h i n g  i s  i n  Tv i f  you 
a l low consol idat ion.  so I don' t  t h ink ,  you don ' t  
need t o  imagine it. You see i t , i t ' s  happening, no 
l o c a l  news and i f  you want t h i s  homogenized content, 
t h i s  l a c k  o f  l o c a l  news and a p u b l i c  t h a t  lacks the  
means t o  in form themselves on issues o f  importance, 
then you, then ou go ahead and consol idate,  b u t  

i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a l l  Commissioners t h a t  i f  you be l ieve  
anything the  NAB o r  -- 

about consol idat ion,  I ' m  ava i l ab le  day o r  n igh t  t o  
prove you wrong. 

otherwise you s -K ou ld t h i n k  twice about tha t .  
And I j u s t  want t o  extend,an open 

LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you very much. 
ADAM LYNN: -- N+B o r  NAA i S  Saying 

LOUIS SIGALOS: 
ADAM LYNN: Thank you. 
LOUIS SIGALOS: Before I announce the  

Thank you very much. 

next speaker, would t h e  f o l  l ow i  ng people come 
forward, please, Nickey Guerra, Josh S i l ve r ,  Wendy 
Tho.mpson , A1 exandra Russel 1 , Gar1 and Nixon, M i  ke 

03 

2k 
22 

IC shaz, o r  ny lan Wrynn, P a t r i c i a  omana and Lynn 
2 Ers ine .  
3 M i  chael Hal p e r i  n. 
4 MICHAEL HALPERIN: Good afternoon, I 
5 come today i n  s t rong opposi t ion t o  f u r t h e r  media 
6 consol idat ion.  I come today as an i nd i v idua l  bu t  i n  
7 my day j ob  by work i s  t o  expose Government 
8 corrupt ion.  We depend on i n v e s t i g a t i v e  repor ters  t o  
9 .b r i ng  t o  l i g h t  s to r i es  o f  corrupt ion,  no t  stori'es o f  

10 w i  1 d f i  res, bu t  s to r i es  about po l  iPt i  ca l  appqi ntees 
11 . who manipulate endangered. s ec i  es , s c i  e n t i  P i  c 
1 2 :  
13. conferences. 

16 

' 0lb.L 
, : f '  

documents o r  b r i ng  i n t o  l i g  R t staged FEMA press 

" 1 .  , Media consol id9t ion r e a l l y  s t i f l e s  
' 7  ' i 1F meani.ngfu1 investiga-kive r@,porting w i t h  rned-ia 
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17 , 

18 t h e i r  dut ies.  This i s  no t  s t reaml in ing,  i t  i s  
19 d i l u t i o n .  
20 I t ' s  no wonder the former e d i t o r  o f  the  
2 1  ' wall Street  Journal has formed an investi  ation t o  
22 
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1 a r t i c l e s  ava i l ab le  f r e e  o f  charge t o  do the  j ob  
2 , l oca l  media s t rug  l e  w i t h  mo,re and more every day. 
3 
4 l o c a l  e d i t o r i a l  s a t i r e .  The number o f  profess ional  
5 working e d i t o r i a l  car toon is ts  has decreased 
6 subs tan t i a l l y  i n  recent years t o  approximately 100 
7 i n l  t h e  e n t i r e  nat ion.  
8 wi th  t h i s  dec l ine  comes a dec l ine  i n  
9 a t t e n t i o n  t o  l o c a l  issues, mai l  order corrupt ion,  

10 school board h i - j i n x ,  l o c a l  company l a y o f f s ,  t h e  
11 c r i t i c a l ,  bu t  l o c a l  issues, are a l l  bu t  ignored. 
1 2  Furthermore, under increased 
1 3  consol idat ion,  l o c a l  medi? o u t l e t s  are more l i k e l y  
14 t o  f e e l  pressure from nat iona l  owners t o  go s o f t  on 
1 5  b i g  adver t isers ,  where the  p o l i t i c i a n s  o r  p o l i t i c a l  
16 appointees who create condi t ions favorable t o  t h e i r  
17 p r o f i t s .  
18 Now t h i s  i s  not  the  media companies I .  

19 f a u l t ,  i t ' s  no t  because of l a z y  repor ters  o r  
20 ed i to rs ,  the  s i t u a t i o n  comes from a f a i l u r e  t o  
2 1  govern. 
22 John F. Kennedy's FCC Commissioner 
0194 
1 
2 
3 airwaves. 
4 
5 save t h i s  indus t ry .  
6 
7 
8 NICKEY GUERRA: Hel lo ,  commissioners, as 
9 demonstrated by a l l  the  speakers today, media 
10: consol'i da t ion  c l e a r l y  undermines the  fundamental 
11 values o f  a t r u l y  de l i be ra t i ve  democracy. My 
12.. parents f l e d  a t o t a l i t y  s t a t e  i n  1959 i n  search o f  
1 3  freedom.and a democratic s ta te ,  most o f  a l l  
14 ., democracy f o r  t h e i  r ch i ld ren .  
1 5  I f a i l  t o  see t h i s  democracy t h a t  they 

. 16' sought. our mass media f a i l s  t o  p ro tec t  us and 
17 undermines the  values o f  the  founding fa thers  tha; 
18 ', they need t o  promote democracy, f r e e  speech, p u b l l c  
19 de l i be ra t i on  and pub l i c  access t o  in format ion.  
20 I t ' s c l  ear t h a t  consol i d a t i  on on ly  
21. .  worsens media's tendency t o  sometimes omit  , 
22 in format ion t h a t ' s  i nconveni ent  and margi nal  i ze 
0195 
1 opinions t h a t  are opposi t ional .  
2 so, please, I implore you no t  t o  f u r t h e r  
3 ' these f a u l t s  i n  our m a s  media by f u r t h e r  re lax ing  
4 the  consol i d a t i  on r u l  es . 

LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 5 
6 Josh S i l ve r .  
7 .  JOSH SILVER: H i ,  commissioners, I ' m  

the  few repor ters  t h a t  have no t  been relieve! o f  

employ i n v e s t i g a t i v e  repor ters  and make t l! e i r  

conso ? i dat ion  a1 so s i  gni  f i  cant1 y reduces , .  

. I  

Newton Minnow sa id  I d i d  no t  come t o  Washington t o  
i d l y  observe the  squandering o f  t he  pub l i c ' s  

I ' d  emp1,oy you t o  do the  same and t o  

LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
Nickey Guerra. 

, I  

' 8. Josh s i l v e r ,  I'M a c t u a l l y  the co-founder and 
, ' A  9 executive d i r e c t o r  o f  Free Press and I ' v e  never 

1 

10. t e s t i f i e d  t o  the  FCC, so t h i s  i s  exc i t ing .  
Page 7 1  
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11 I j u s t  wanted t o  t e l l  you why i n  two 
12 minutes, t h i s  w i l l  be a mirac le  i f  I can do t h i s ,  
1 3  why I he1 ed found Free Press and i t  was r e a l l y  out  
14 
1 5  t e l e v i s i o n  news. And ever t h i n g  we've heard and 
16 everyth ing we see across t !I e board shows t h a t  
17 consol idat ion,  f u r t h e r  consol idat ion i s  j u s t  going 
18 t o  make matters worse. 
19 I ' m  s t ruck  by how t r u l y  b ipar t i san ,  when 
20 
2 1  p o l i t i c o s ,  bu t  I ' m  t a l k i n  t o  rea l  peo l e  and 1 do 
22 
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o f  exacer E a t i o n  over the  s ta te ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  

I go ou t  across the  country, and I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  t o  

i t  a l o t ,  probably more t E an most peop 7 e i n  the  
1 I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
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country, t h a t  people on The r i  h t  and the  l e f t  
rea l1  

. t h a t  t h i s  i s  no t  popular i n  any way. 
And I guess ~ ' d  conclude by saying i t ' s  

very  c lea r  t h a t  w h i l e  we might no t  be seeing y e t  the  
kind of backlash t h a t  we saw i n  2003, I see i t  
s t a r t i n g  t o  perco late and peoplf across the  country 
r e a l l y  care about t h i s  and the  r e  watching c lose ly  
and I r e a l l y  hope t h a t  you w i l y  l i s t e n  t o  the  
99 percent o f  

have you do. 

can ' t  stand t h i s  idea o 8 f u r t h e r  
conso Y i d a t i o n  and I, I put  t h a t  t o  you as a warning 

u b l i c  comments t h a t  you've received 
opposing conso 7 i d a t i o n  and do as the  p u b l i c  would 

Thank you. 
(Applause) 
LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
Wendy Thompson. 
WENDY THOMPSON: Wel l  when I s t a r t  t h i s ,  

good afternoon, my name i s  Wendy Thompson and I am 
the  v i c e  pres ident  and general manager o f  Telemundo, 
Washington, D.C. , which i s  owned and operated by CGS 
communi cat ions , one o f  the  very few m i  n o r i  ty-owned 

97 01- 
1 broadcasting companies. 
2 
3 every one o f  us have been a wavering commitment t o  
4 serve our audience. Through our n i g h t j y  l o c a l  news 
5 a t  6 and 11 and Washington s on ly  Spavish language 
6 pub l i c  a f f a i  r s  program (spoke i n  Spanish), . the 
7 Hispanic community i n  t h i s  region i s  kept informed 
8 o f  cur ren t  issues. We are the communities .veh ic le  
9 t o  l e a r n  about the  services and oppor tun i t ies  

10 ava i lab le  i n  our region. 
11 Last n igh t ,  f o r  example, we o f f e r  our 
1 2  viewers the  oppor tun i ty  t o  contact  a panel o f  
1 3  experts i n  domestic v io lence t o  l e a r n  o f  t h e  
14 services ava i l ab le  i n  the  region f o r  v i c t ims  o f  
1 5  domestic v io lence. wi thout  having the  support from 
16 the  FCC, communities w i l l  no t  be able t o  receive the  
1 7  much needed l o c a l  in format ion.  
18 I n  our case, we are the  br idge t h a t  
19 connects and keeps our community ivformed. Both 
20 Commissioners MCDOWe11 and Commissioner Adel s t e i  n 
2 1  have v i s i t e d  our s t a t i o n  and have seen f i r s t h a n d  the  
22 commitment and the  work t h a t  we do t o  he lp our 
0198 ' 

1 communi a i  es . 
2 
3 
4 succeed l i t e r a c y  campaign, vo t ing  hea l th  and 

MY s t a t i o n  has over 3 0  employFes and 

T t p t  i s  why we devote so much e f f o r t s  
toward educational p ro jec ts  such as our read t o  
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f i n a n c i a l  education. we're very proud t o  be a 
H i  spani c-owned broadcaster and proud s t i  11 o f  t he  
d i f fe rence we make i n  our community. 
i t  a l l  (spoke i n  Spanish) the  vo ice o f  t he  
communi ty . 

W e  hope  t h e  FCC r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  
importance o f  loca l i sm and acts t o  preserve it. 

(Applause) . 
LOUIS SIGALOS : Thank you. 
A1 exandra Russel 1 . 

oh, thanks. My name's Alexandra Russell and I ' m  a 
c i t i z e n  a c t i v i s t  and as your very own cheerleaders 
t o l d  you t h i s  morning, f o l k s  were l i n e d  up outs ide 
the  b u i l d i n g  from 4 a.m. on ready t o  t e s t i f y  and 
even more people r a l l i e d  outs ide t h i s  morning t o  
c a l l  on you t o  pu t  people i n  b e t t e r  l o c a l  d iverse 
news ahead o f  corporate i n t e r e s t s  and b i g  media. 

These are our pub l i c  airwaves, i t ' s  
something we sometimes fo rge t ,  bu t  they'  r e  ours -and 
corporat ions have an ob l i ga t i on  t o  pu t  t he  u b l i c  

companies get even bigger i s  t h a t  more l o c a l  news i s  
g e t t i n g  s t i f l e d  and the  most important p a r t  o f  t h a t  
i s  t h a t  women and people o f  co lo r  are g e t t i n g  pushed 
out,  our ownership l e v e l s  are down. women are more 
than h a l f  the  populat ion o f  t h i s  country, bu t  we are 
l ess  than 5 percent o f  TV broadcast s ta t i ons  and 
less  than 6 Dercent o f  rad io.  This  i s  simDlv 

our motto says 

ALEXANDRA RUSSELL: H i ,  good afternoon, 

i n t e r e s t s  f i r s t ,  bu t  what we ' re  f i n d i n g  as E i g  media 

. -  
12 unacceptable'. 
1 3  
14 morning and i n  here t o  pu t  people, the  pub l i c  and 
15 l o c a l  d iverse news ahead o f  b i g  corporate p r o f i t s .  
16 Thank you. 
17 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
18 Gar1 and N i  xon . 
19 GARLAND NIXON: Yes, I ' m  a rad io  t a l k  
20 show host w i t h  p a c i f i c a  Network and b a s i c a l l y  I 
2 1  s ta r ted  t o - k i n d  o f  t a l k  about myself, b u t ' I  decided 
22 j u s t  t o  say t h i s ,  I t h i n k  a l l  you have t o  do r e a l l y  
0200 
1 i s  look,  i f  you look  a t  the  people who are walk ing 
2 up here, these are norma!, every day people. 
3 This r e a l l y  i s  not  about cor o ra t ions  
4 and radio,  i t ' s  about democracy. 
5 h is to ry ,  i f  we look  a t  the  Boston Tea Party,  what 
6 . d i d  we have, we had a l o t  of regular  every day 
7 c i t i z e n s  who said,  ou know, we don ' t  l i k e  th ings 
8 

I urge you as a l l  t h e  f o l k s  outs ide t h i s  

I f  we Took a t  our 

t h i s  way and they a 1; 1, they a l l  came together t o  do 
9 
10 
11, 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

' 17 
18 
19 
20 1' 
21 ., 

something . 
b i g  people i n  power o r  t he  every day people who sa id  
we don ' t  l i k e  t h i s .  we look  a t  t he  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
movement, what d i d  we have, a bunch o f  peo l e  who 

i s n ' t  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  do t h i n  s a d i f f e r e n t  way. 
our h i s t o r y  t e f l s  us t h a t  when the  

c i t i zens ,  the normal every day c i t i z e n s ,  the  motley 
crew you have here i n  sneakers and hats and tenn is  
sho'es walk up and say t h i s  i? the wa we t h i n k  i t  

have corporate m i  11 i onai res i n  5,000 dol  1 a r  s u i t s  

- 

And we ask ourselves who was r i g h t ,  the 

walked up t o  the  Government and sa id,  you R now, t h i s  

shou1.d be and on the other s ide you rl w e  people, you 
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22 saying we want th ings  another way, our h i s t o r y  t e l l s  
0201 
1 us t h a t  every s ing le  t i m e  democracy should have gone 
2 on the s ide o f  t he  every day people. 
3 SO, ra ther  than say my s t o r  I ' d  j u s t  
4 s i m p l y  l i k e  t o  say I ' d  l i k e  you t o  th in l ' abou t  
5 democracy and t h i n k  about h i s t o r y  and t h i n k  about 
6 what if you were back t h e r e  makin t h a t  decis ion,  
7 
8 there were people up, walk ing up o f f  the s t r e e t  j u s t  
9 saying, you know, can you look  a t  i t  our way, we 

s i t t i n g  there and there  were peop 7 e i n  power and 

10 don ' t  have an money and power. 

1 2  LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. Dylan Wrynn? 
1 3  Mike shay, Dylan Wrynn. 
14 

16 i s  P a t r i c i a  omana, and I am the  general manager o f  
17 
18 which i s  100 percent His  an ic  owned. 
19 
20 
2 1  community, our Hispanic community i n  the  area, i n  
22 the  metro, we i n t e r n a l l y  have created a l o t  o f  
0202 
1 programming, we have opened our microphone and 
2 opened our s tud io  t o  p r o f i t ,  non-pro f i t  
3 organizat ions t o  educate and empower t h i s  community. 
4 This community needs a l o t  o f  
5 in fo rmat ion  and we are prov id ing  t h a t  f o r  them and 
6 t h a t ' s  what loca l i sm does, not  on ly  f o r  the  Hispanic 
7 community, f o r  any community t h a t  e x i s t s  i n  the  
8 un i ted  States. 
9 Thank you. 

10 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. Before I 
11 announce the  next speaker, I ' d  l i k e  t o  c a l l  up the  
1 2  f o l  1 owi ng peopl e, Francwa S i  ms , Sandra Levi n , 
1 3  Na ta l i e  Fannie and shireen M i t che l l .  
14 Lynn Ers k i  ne. 
1 5  LYNN ERSKINE: Hel lo ,  my name i s  Lynn 
16 Erskine, I ' m  a long-time res ident  o f  Washington, 
17 D.c. Thanks f o r  g i v i n g  me the oppor tun i ty  t o  speak. 
18 I ' m  concerned t h a t  I don' t  see many 
19 l o c a l  TV s ta t ions  cover ing t h i s  hearing and i t ' s  
20 hard t o  change the  media i f  the  media i s n ' t  w i l l i n g  
2 1  t o  cover themselves. 
22 T rad i t i ona l  media remai ns h i  ghl  y 
0203 
1 p r o f i  tab1 e. The economics across ownership and 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 e f f i c i e n c y  and r e s u l t  i n  a more v ib ran t  media 
7 marketplace. This asser t ion  i s  challenged by 
8 r e a l i t y ,  however. Newspaper and t e l e v i s i o n  
9 

every other  indus t ry .  Newspapers, f o r  
11 examp e, genera l ly  have r o f i t  margins o f  20 percent lo 

14 
1 5  

11 T x ank you. 

Pat r i  c i  a omana. 
1 5  PATRICIA OMANA: Good afternoon, my name 

WIOC AM rad io  s t a t i o n  owned by CGS Communications 

bu t  we operate as a music s ta t i on .  
WIOC, we're E a s i c a l l y ,  we are an AM band 

Looking a t  our 

consol idat ion w i t h i n  media have played a cent ra l  
r o l e  i n  the  debate over l i m i t s  on media ownership. 

consol i d a t i  on and conglomeration from an economi c 
Media owners have argued t h a t  

proper t ies are h i g h l y  prof i tabTe when compared t o  

7 I 1 2  o r  more and regu la r l y  se 1 a t  mu l t ip les  o f  10 t o  1 2  
J 13:. times cash f low.  

The b iggest  problem fac ing  t r a d i t i o n a l  
media i s  t o  develop p r o f i t a b l e  ways t o  d i s t r i b u t e  
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16 t h e i r  content on l ine,  a problem t h a t  i s n ' t  solved by 
17 consol idat ion.  I n  f a c t ,  increased head-to-head 
18 compet i t ion on the  web between independent l o c a l  
19 newspapers and TV s ta t i ons  can enr ich  the  news 
20 content o f  l o c a l  markets. 
2 1  wh i l e  newspapers and broadcasters need 
22 
0204 

t o  develop b e t t e r  s t ra teg ies  t o  a t t r a c t  viewers and 
_ _  
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readers, there 's  no evidence t h a t  combi n i  ng 1 oca1 
newspapers and TV w i l l  help. 

work. 
There are  q u a l i t y  newspaper models t h a t  

Thank you. 
(Appl ause) . 
LOUIS SIGALoS: Thank you. 
Francwa sims . 
FRANCWA SIMS: Right here. okay. I ' m ,  

okay, I ' m  Francwa sims, I ' m  a l o c a l  D.C. Blogger and 
as an African-American male, I understand what i t ' s  
1 i ke t o  be underrepresented and marginalized. 

As a content prov ider ,  I also understand 

t h a t  con t ro l  the  

0205 
1 would o f f e r  me money f o r  m blog. 
2 
3 a l ready been made and a l l  t h i s  pub l i c  testimony i s  
4 
5 t he  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t s ,  then i t  should be abolished 
6 and replaced by a more democratic body. The FCC i s  
7 no t  r e a l l y  i n  cont ro l  here, congress i s  no t  i n  
8 con t ro l ,  nor i s  the  executive branch and the  
9 j ud i c ia ry .  Th is  i s  r e a l l y  a one-sided discussion. 

10 
11 i n t e r e s t s  i s  ushing f o r  media consol idat ion.  I t  i s  
12 
1 3  
14 here a t  home. 
1 5  Thank you. 
16 (Applause) . 
17 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
18 sondra Levi n . 
19 SONDRA LEVIN: Yesl good afternoon, my 
20 name i s  sondra Levin, I have been a j o u r n a l i s t  f o r  
2 1  1 5  years and I grew up i n  S i l v e r  spr ing.  
22 motivated t o  speak because o f  my outrage o f  the  
0206 
1 d i  r e c t i o n  o f  media. 
2 More and more l a rge  corporat ions and 
3 monopolies have taken ownership o f  the  media 
4 business. This has resu l ted  i n  a hu e dec l ine i n  
5 presentat ion o f  voices, the  number 07 voices and 
6 ideas. Democracy depends on freedom o f  the  press 
7 and f r e e  speech. 
8 Any, I oppose any FCC act ions t o  enable 
9 the  consol idat ion o f  media ownership. I t  runs 

A f t e r  spoke, t i a t  the  decis ion-has 

j u s t  a matter o f  procedure. I f  the  FCC cannot serve 

The FCC i s  a puppet and the  corporate 

amazing how t R e current  admin is t ra t ion can advocate 
a f r e e  press o f  media i n  I r a q  wh i l e  we're l o s i n g  i t  

I ' m  
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10 counter t o  f r e e  speech and f r e e  press. 
11 The FCC should, i n  f a c t ,  go the  opposite 
1 2  d i rec t i on .  I ' m  shocked and appal led by the  amount 
1 3  o f  propaganda, l i e s  and l a c k  o f  enough envi ronmental 
14 and social justice issues presented i n  t he  media. 
15 AS a journalist I'm appalled by the 
16 lower ing o f  standards i n  my profession. Due t o  
17 consol idat ion,  there i s  l ess  oppor tun i t ies  f o r  me as 
18 we l l .  I ' m  appalled by the  l i e s  and misinformat ion 
19 and b ias i n  media repor ts .  
20 I par t i c i pa ted  i n  a march agaivst  t he  
2 1  war i n  mid-September and the  newspapers f a i l e d  t o  
22 repor t  t he  number co r rec t l y .  There was 
0207 
1 misinformat ion and they weren't even fo l l ow ing  the  
2 basi c journa l  i s t i  c p r i  nc i  p l  es o f  who, what, where, 
3 when and why. 
4 when I s i t  i n  t he  cafe, the  r a d j o , i s  
5 l a y i n g  and I hear i n f o r y a t i o n  about c e l e b r i t i e s  I 
6 Rave no i n t e r e s t  i n  hearing about, B r i t t n e y  spears 
7 and other  non-singers t h a t  I do no t  want t o  hear 
8 about goes on f o r  5 ,  10 minutes and I ' m  so angry 
9 t h a t  I t u r n  o f f  the  TV and I t u r n  o f f  t he  rad io,  bu t  

10 op t ing  out  i s  no t  a reason t o  do -- i t ' s  no t  
11 something t h a t  I should-do o r  anybody should do, we 
12 should t r y  t o  get  a media t h a t  l i s t e n s  t o  everybody 
1 3  and has a v a r i e t y  o f  voices, so t h a t ' s  why I ' m  here 

1 5  
16 out  and say we need a d i v e r s i t y  o f  voices, t h a t ' s  
17 what the  founding fa thers  would want. 
18 Thank you. 
19 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. Nata l ie  
20 Afanni e. Nata l ie? 
2 1  sh i  reen M i  t c h e l l  . 
22 SHIREEN MITCHELL: Thank you and good 

' 14 t o  speak. 
I don ' t  want t o  qp t  out ,  T want t o  speak 

i 

I .  

0208 
1 
2 
3 
4 

6. 
7 

' 5  

8 
9 

10, 
11. 
12'  
13 1' 

14 ,, 
15  
16 
17 
18 
19 
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2 1  
22 
020.9 
1. 
2 
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afternoon, I appreciate the  oppor tun i ty  t o  speak. 

s i s t e r s  and we' r e  an organ1 za t ion  t h a t  focuses on 
media and technology and i t s  impacts on 
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  f o r  women and ch i l d ren  who are 
repeatedly underserved. 

v io lence against  women o f  co lo r  by havin 

we ap rec ia te  t h a t ,  so ?s,we move forward, b a s i c a l l y  

c o a l i t i o n  o f  d i g n i t y  and d i v e r s i t y ,  you heard a 
l i t t l e  b i t  about them e a r l i e r ,  and focusing on 
issues t h a t  are happening i n  the  media and how they 
impact women and how they impact p a r t i  cu l  a r l  y women 
o f  co lo r .  

This media issue i s  a b i g  issue and I 
think someone sa id  i t  e a r l i e r ,  when you s t a r t  t o  see 
people come i n  t o  do the  th ings you see today, t h a t  
means t h a t  something's wrong. we've got  t o  speak 
out,  we've got  t o  make some changes and t h a t ' s  why 

I ' m  here toda , 

they ' re  happy about d i g i t a l  Tv and d i g i t a l  radiio, 

I ' m  from the  organizat ion c a l l e d  D i g i t a l  

I want t o  thank you today f o r  su p o r t i n g  
our issues around women of co lo r  who, stop t R e 

wear t he  tag  f o r  red and the  V standing 7 o r  v i c t im ,  

I'm ? L; so p a r t  ?f a c o a l i t i o n  o f  women's, the women's 

everyone 

A -Y though I heard someone say t h a t  
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we're a lso  no t  hap y about how i t  came about. 

those s ta t i ons  t h a t  a ren ' t  ab le t o  make the  
t r a n s i t i o n  from analo t o  d i g i t a l .  we are c lea r  

going t o  happen, we're going t o  mute those voices. 
The small l o c a l  s ta t i ons  w i l l  l ose  t h e i  r 

abi  1 i t y  t o  broadcast t o  l o c a l  communi t i e s  , the  w a i t  
and see what happens motto i s  t he  reason we have the  
l a c k  of d i v e r s i t y  i n  the.media ownership r i g h t  now, 
and women and m i n o r i t y  broadcasters as w e l l .  

Media conso l ida t ion  w i l l  f u r t h e r  
decrease d i v e r s i t y  and no t  a l low the  l o c a l  issues 
t h a t  are important t o  l o c a l  communities t o  be 
broadcasted. Although many people can ge t  access t o  
l o c a l  issues on l ine ,  we cont inue t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  
there  are too  many women and people t h a t  s t i l l  don ' t  
have on l i ne  access t o  an t h i n g  and a c t u a l l y  r e l y  on 

AS 
one speaker sa id,  R e ' s  not  sure what w i l l  happen t o  

that  that  i s  the prob B em, you don't know what's 

t h e i r  l o c a l  community t e  Y ev is ion  s ta t i ons  and rad io  
10 
1 coverage. 
2 w i t h  l ess  l o c a l  s ta t i ons  ava i lab le ,  i t  
3 means t h a t  l e s s  l o c a l  news f o r  those communities and 
4 f am i l i es .  D i v e r s i t y  o f  vo ice i s  important.  o f  a l l  
5 th ings ,  we j u s t  need t o  make sure t h a t  we are 
6 addressin t h i s  issue and no t  spending t ime on 
7 issues li E e Imus. 
8 have, and make sure t h a t  everyone has a voice.  We 
9 have t o  make l o c a l  issues an important p a r t  o f  
10 what's going on so t h a t  these eo l e  who have, are 
11 
12 what's going on. 
13 LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
14 SHIREEN MITCHELL: whether i t ' s  about 
15 l o c a l  jobs t o  re-development o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  
16 average s i n g l e  mother i s n ' t  on we l fa re  and works two 
17 jobs and wants t o  know what's going on i n  her 
18 schools i n  her community, we've go t  , to make a 
19 d i f f e rence  today. 
20 ' 
21 
22 pub1 i c commentors. 
0211 , 

we can no longer  w a i t  and see and 

impacted by media i n  t h e i r  dai  7 7  y i ves  can. see 

LOUIS SIGALOS: Thank you. 
And I want t o  thank you, a l l  o f  today's 

1' This  concl udes the  Commi s s i  on ' s 6 th  
hear ing on loca l i sm.  
and f o r  your p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

Thank you f o r  your attendance 

(Pub1 i c Hearing concl uded .) 
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5 of my a b i l i t y .  
6 
7 I am ne i the r  counsel nor p a r t y  t o  t h i s  
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